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The Epiſtle 


them : then to the Reader . 
and ſo to haue publiſhed 


rhem without a Parron. Bur 


at whoſe charge they arc 
now publiſhed, ro makea 
Dedication of tkem: Your 
Ladiſhip came in my mind. 

Andalbeit I am but a ſtran- 
ger vnto you, yet the con- 
{tant report haue receiued 
of your good affection to 
the belt things, and zcaleto 


Gods houſe, hath cnboldned 


me to preſent vnto you rhis 


_ | Mite: The Subiect of them, 


(I dare ſay) deſerues reſpect, 
being Chriſts Preparation to 


bis owne Death ; and worthy 
our 
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our belt obſcruation. Whet« 
in I ſee not ought but may [[f 
ſerue for our imitation. I j | 
could with the worke more | [ 
perfe&tforyour ſake, howſo- 


Gods mercie) it may doe | || 
ſome good : all the recom- | | 
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if you receiue any comfort 
by them, you would adde 
one petition the more in 
your prayers;that God wold | 
make mee faithfull and pro- | 
titable in my calling to the | 
end, And ſo commending 
this poore Mite to your La- - 
diſhips kinde and fauour- 
able acceptance: and youro 
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the ſpeciall grace and kee-| 
| ping of our molt merciful] 
God, and louing Father in 
| leſus Chriſt, who isan ex- 
| ceeding great reward, aboti- 
dantly able to fill your hearr 
with grace, tocrowne your 
dayes with blefling, and fi- 
niſh them with comfort, life 


andglory. I reſt 


Atrue defirer of your 
beſt good, 
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Samuel Smith, 
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Tothe ChriſtianR ea- 


der,the increaſc of all ſauin 
knowleage in our Lord Teſus Chriſt. 


LEH Hriſtian Reader, 
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{ GEFRD when I firſt began 
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WJ XL pro write theſe 
L eftures following, I] intended 
the proſecmtis of the whole ſto- 
ry of Chriſts Agony , Appre- 
henſion,Arraignement,C6- 
demnation, Paſſton,Reſur- 
rection. and Aſcention ; as 
they follow in the ſJory of the 


SN to lay pen to p< 
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Ghoſpell. 
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Ghoſp ell. But haue many waies 


bin hindred in theworke , prin- 
cipally by fickneſſe: whereinfor 
late yeares, I haue beene mich 
exerciſed. And now not know- 
ing whether life and health wil 
permit meeto finiſh the whole, 
I thought good to ſuffer theſe | 


| few Lefures to come to light. 


Defring (if the Lord will) to 


| adde more Pntothem, and to 


make the ſame hereafter more 
perfett. 1 heartily confeſſenot 
without my thankefulneſſe to 
God, that my poore labours in 
this kinde, hauc hitherto found 
ſuch a gracious acceptatis with 
the Church of God,aboue al ex- 
pectation or deſert : as I = 
10 


_ TT 


Torhe Reader. IJ | | 


| 2:0 ſmall incomragement ſtill, to. 11 
ſpend ſome few houres, at |ome EE il 
time in this kinde ; reioycing if | 
by any meanes it may doe good | i ||| 
in Gods Church. And thera- | | 
| ther doe 1 defire to continue | TH 
theſe Iabours ſtill ; becauſe as | 
the wiſe Merchant , when hee+. 
thriues not well at home, he ad-\ 
uentures farther abroad: So, 
| 0:47 commodities lying on hand, 
| & few feeling thewant ofthem, 
hauing many that cheapen ” 9 

but fey that buy. Our congre- | 

gation hath beene ſo long beat 
Ppon by the Word,that with the 

Iraclites fulneſſe, hath bred 

fulſomneſſe. Haue we not rea- 
| ſon the when fſhes waxe ſcarce | 
on | 


© —_ 


— IE 
———_ 


— 


_ x 


ab 


—T7 TheFpiſtle,&c. 


ULCER 


| | onthe ſhoare, to lanch out far- 


worke,direft our hearts aright, 
and bleſſe the labors of his ſer- 
uants,to the glory of his Name, 
| and the good of his (/burch. 
And thus defiring thy Prayers 
reſt, 


Prittlewel this 10,of March,1620. 


—_ —_——. i... 


| Samuel Smith. 


ther into the depth? andreioice| 
too inthis, if in this barrenage, 
| by any meanes we may do good. 
Now the Lord proſper his own 
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| Thefirſt Sermon, 
'Lyx2 22.39. 


And hee came out and (went as he 
was wont)to the mount of Olines, | 
and his Diſciples alſo follower | 


him. 


pz though the whole 


© courle of thelife of 
ITT P our bleſfed Saui- 

ED WP our were nothing 
me clie bur a continu» 
all ſuffering , even from his 
birth vato his death : Our fal- 


vation being then {ſer on foote' | 


' 


B VvW hen 


Ap... 


ECET te... 1} | 
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Mat» y-D I 6, 


ER" of 


(, briſts Preparation | 


when hee was firſt perſecuted in 
the manger by Herod : yet the 
worke of our Redemption was 
neuer in hand throughly,rill the 
time grew on that his paſſion 
did approach; beforethis time | 
hee hath performed bur thar 
part ofhis prophetical office,go- 
| ingabour to inſtru the people 
| of the Tewes in the way of life 
and faluation. And what a ten- 
der care hee had rhereof, how 
diligently hee trauailed from 
place to place, preaching in all 
rheir Cities and Synagogues, 
reachingthem the right way to 
the kingdome of God, and ex- | | 
horting them to Faith andRe- | 
pentance that they might bee | 
ſaued, rhe whole ſtory of the | | | 
Goſpell doth moſt plentifully | 
declare. 
Many were the praCtiſes,and | | 
| dangerous | 


| 
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To his Death. a | 
dangerous were the plots that | ' 
were vſed to intrap him;bur as | J 
Salomon ſaith , In vaine is the Pro. 1.17. i 
ſnare of the Fowler layd before il 
the bird that hath wings : for euer- | 
more with the wings of his dei- Bil 
ty and prouidence hee fled from | {| 
them all,rill the appointed time | m 
be come; and now of his owne| - 
accord hee aſcenderh to Mount 
| | Oliuer, to pray & contemplate | 
alone. And hauing retired him- 4 
ſelte into the Garden of Gethſe- | 
m4x?, he finderh little comfort] 
there; for now the time is come Tl 
of his paſſion,that al things thatr| | [ {| 
were ſpoken concerning his| | 
death and ſufferings ſhould bee 4 
accompliſhed. 
\ | In his Paſhon, as it is layd 
| downe in this and the chapter 
following, we haue two things | 
to be con{idered. 
'  B 2 His | 


Ed... ti. 


Mar.26.36 
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place called G ethſemaxe:vnto this 
Garden doth our Sautour now | . 
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2 His Paſſion it ſelfe. 


{: The place where 
In his vrena. (i began:Gardey. 
n MS ptep23- 12 Theperſonshe 


ration wee < 


__ zehings| re with him: 


Peter, James, and 


to bee con 
Tohn: | 

dered of vs. | 3 what he doth: 
he prayeth. 


And firſt of all for the place 
where hee began his paſſion: Ir 
is ſaid here that he went to the 
Mount of Oliuer, azd when hee 
came to the place: theſe words are 
cleared by Mathew:He went to the 


reſort, not to the end that hee 


might hide himſelfe, and ſo el- 


J His P reparation to his Paſ- 


2 CaPeC | 


FR rig nt WY en. 


- | Dzſczples. So that. it was not 
for feare of death, that Chriſt 


was: But this hee doth becauſe 
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cape from the Iewes; for thar 
is cleared by Saint 70 when he | 
faith, That Judas which betrayed 

hin knew the place, becauſe he of- | 
ten times reſorted thither with his 


now reſorteth to this Garden; 
for then hee might haue made 
choyce of ſome fitter place for 


ſuch a purpoſe then this Garden 
Chriſt knew full well that now 


the time of his Paſſion was at 
hand, and that hee would moſt 
willinglynow yeeld vp himſelfe 


thereto. 


Now then in that: Chriſt | 
fore-ſceing that the time of his 
apprehenſion. and death was 
neere, hee ſo ſolemly prepareth | 


this Do@rine : That euery 
B 3 Chriſtian | 
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pare for 


himſelfe thereto, weare taught | gcach. 


lohn 19 2+| 


Docs. I. | 
Euery 

Chriſtian 
muſt pre- 


| 4 
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Chriſt's Preparation | 


ſent his ſeruant the Prophet vn- 


pointed for all men once to aye; 


Chriſtian muſt vie a godly ore- 
paration for the day of his 
death: and to this end the Lord 


to good Hezechiah, with this 
meſſage from the Lord, fay- 
ing, Set thy houſe inordey, for 
thou muſt dye, and ſhalt not liuc. 
Dyewee muſt, it is Gods decree 
enacted in the court of heauen, 
neuer to bee recalled: /t s ap- 


death ſpareth none,neither age 
nor ſexe,no age or condition of 
men whatſocuer, can be exem- 
ted. Pray we then with the Pro- 
phet Danza, Teach vs O Lord to 
number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts Unto wiledome,\Whar, 
ſhal rhe Sonne of God himſfelte 
make ſo folemnea preparation 
for the time of his death, and 
ſhall wee bee ſo beſotted and 


blinded 


a7 0 TPP ST IE Oe a CE hr——_—_——_—_ >—natio eta 
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© To his Death. = 


blinded with the things of this 
life,as to forget death,which of 
all other things ought moſt to 
be remembred and thought vp- 
pon ?The whole life of a Chriſti- 
an, what is it but a continuall 
meditation of death,to teach vs 
To aye daily, and not to fer our _ 
whole loue and liking on this | © OF 
world , which wee mult ſhortly 
leaue. Will a man alway bee 
patching and peecing that ta- | 
bernacle which 1s-pitched bur 
for one day?Oh !what folly then 
were it to beſtow dayes, and 
| monerhs and yeares,in plotting 
and plodding tor this world & | 
the things of this life,ſecing wee | | 
muſt ſo quickly leaue them and 
be gone? It was the commen- 
dations of the wiſe Virgins thar 
they prouided againſt the com- 


ming ofthe Bride-groome;they 
B 4 were | | 


| _ -_ _ = 
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were perſwaded: that come hee 
would, and that without oyle 
there was no entring; and this 
made 'them fo prouident for 
themſelues to prouide afore- 


Gen.q1.35 | hand, Thus godly 1oſeph inthe 


| Reaſer. 


mt. 


| plentifull yeares -prouided a- 
| gainſt the famine came: And 
the neceſſity of this godly pre- 
| paration afore-hand, will ap- 
| peare the better if wee conſider 
therealons. = | 

Furſt, becauſe when death 
comes.,the greateſt matter that 
did euer concerhe vs,will then 
bee in queſtion,to wit,the eter- 
nall faluation or finall damnati- 
on of our ſoules.' Now wee ſee 
when men have a cauſe to bee 
tried, and an aftion to bedeter- 
tnined of,that may either con- 
cerne their perſons or goods, 
how careful] are mer: in ſuch a 


| 
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caſe | 
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caſe to prouide againſt their 
day of hearing ? they will haue 
their enidences read, they will 

roduce their witneſſes, ſearch 
records,& vic all poſſible means 
(I would,at all times dire& and 


| honeſt) that the matter may 


paſle on. their ſ11des. Oh / how 
much more carecfull ought wee 
to ber in this great 1Natrer be- 


twixt God and ourſoules? Here 
| isa tittle to bee tried, appeare 


wee muſt in perſon, rhere is no 
counſell to bee entertayned;for 


appeare before the tribunal ſeate 
of teſus Chriſt hat enery man may 
receiue the things which hee hath 
done in bis body, to that hee hath 
done ,rhaher it bee good or cuill, 
Much more concerneth it vs 


| then, to prouide againſt that 


day ſhall come. 


| ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, 4 muſt 


2.Cor.5.10 
Reu.20.12 
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ſerue to enforce this duty vpon 
vs;is,becauſe if wee prouide nor 
before,it will then be too late to 
repent, to pray, and to beg for 
pardon; the gates will then bee 
ſhut, and too late it will bee to 
pray, Lord, Lord, open to vs. It 
was too late that the rich man 
cried, My tongue my tongue; hee 
ſhould here haue cryed, y ſole 
271 ſoal;he deſired too late a drop 
of water, that would not in 
time giue a crumme of bread:he 


| ſhould haue bene mercifull in 


his life time, and haue prepared 
againſt the day of death; for as 
Dauid ſaith, 1 death there is no 
remembrance of thee, and in the 
graue who ſhall praiſe thee? 

They are here to be reproued, 
that of all other things will nor 


ſuffer the meditation of death 
once 


—_—_c. 
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once to poſleſle their hearrs,but 


death doth -once enter into 
them, they preſently ſuppreſſe 
it,the conſ{1deration thereof be- 
ing ſo ternble. Oh ! my bre- 
thren,put not the euill day fo 
far from you, which the ordi- 
nance of Goq hath pur ſo neere: 
walke not alwayes with your 
faces towards the Eaſt, ſome- 
times hauc an eyeto the Well. 
The earth is the wombe that 
hath bred you,and theearth is 
the tomb that muſt receiue you: 
ſay not then vnto your ſoules, 
Soul take thy eaſe, eate,adrink, ec: 
but remember that you are 
mortal], and dye you muſt. 
Secondly, this may ſerueto 
reach vs to pray earneſtly vnto 
God,that he would give vs this 
grace to prepare for our latter 
| end, | 
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end, forhee nwſt firſt touch our 
hearts with the conſideration 
thereof. And therefore Moſes | 
prateth, Teachwvs O Lord to num- 
ber our dayes, that wee may apply 
Our hearts vnto wiſedome. Teach- 
ing vs that vntill the Lord do 


by his Spirit inſtru& vs herein, 


we ſhall ſtill remaine ignorant. 
 Sathan perſwaded our firſt pa- 
rents that they ſhould not dye 
at all : now Sathanthinks that 
roo grofle a temptation to per- 
ſwade vs vnto, ſeeing we ſee by 
experience that dye wee muſt; 
yet hee perſwadeth many that 
they ſhall not dyeyet,and here- 


| 1n he prevailes. Oh /pray wee 


| then,that the Lord would open 


©  { oureyes that wee may ſee our 


| owne frailty,that dye we muſt, 


| 
| & one day giue vpan accompt 


M 
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vnto him; that ſo wee may cuer 
thinke 


| 
f 
* 
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thinke of this day of our diſfolu- 
be prepared for it. 


ms 


Ard hee came out aud went (as hee 
was wont ) tothe mount Oliuct, 


and his Diſcrples followed him. 


Saint oh: hath it, He went forth 
with his Diſciples ouer the brooke 
Cedron,where was a garden. This | 
brook Cedror was a water which 
ran betweene Jeruſalem and the 
Mount O1:zet,in a little and low 


— 


valley, a very ſmall brooke, and 
in tirhe of drouth was vſually 
drye. Hither Chriſt often re- 
ſorted with his Diſciples into 
this Gardez: to this end,as ſome | 
Diuines obſerue; that as the firſt | 
Adam ſinned in the Gardez, ſo 
the ſecond Adm ſhould tuffter 


tion,and in ſome weake meaſure | 


| 


lo.rsS.r. 


2.Sam.rs. 


in 


Eres 


Dottr.2. 
Chriſts 
death vo- 
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| he knew that there he ſhould be 


a. 2 


ina Garden : And as the firſt 4- 
dam ſinned by a Tree , ſo the ſe- 
cond A4dam ſhould ſuffer on a 
Tree,QC. 

As hee was wont, Chriſt kept 
his accuſtomed place, although 


taken. Thus did ſome of the 
Martyrs; although they mighr 
hauefled, yer they would nor. 
So then we ſee,Chriſt went into 
the mount,not to hide himſelle, 
as he might hauc done; bur hee | 
went to bee taken, as toa place 
free from tumults, a placewell 
knowne to the Jewes, and that 
Chriſt oftentimes reſorted thi- 

ther. | 
From whence wee may ob- 
ſerue, that Chriſt went volunta- 
rily vnto his death. He might 
haue auoyded it, but hee would 
not : many a time did he c{cape 
out 


—_— 
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out of the hands ofthe malici- rureg.29. | 
ous and cruell Jewes.V hen they 30- | 
led him out of Nazareth, and JPjn #52 
brought him tothe toppe of an Ich,v. 39. 
hill to caſt him downe;it is ſaid, 
Hee paſſed through the middeſt of | 
them, and went his way. Againe, 
when Chriſtcold them, that Be- | 
fore Abraham was, 1 am it is ſaid, | 
They tooke wp ſtones to caſt at him: | | 
| | But Chriſt hid himſelfe , and went 
| out of the Temple. Art another 
time, hearing of the malice of 
the 7ews, it is {aid of Chriſt.thar | 
Hee left [udea, and departed into | 
Galle. And at other times,when ! J 
they ſought to take himyhe eſca- | | 
ped their hands. But now he v- | 
ſeth no meanes to eſcape their | F 
hands; but goes into the Gay- 
den,a place well known tothem, 
there to be taken. And heerein L 
| appeares the infinite and admi- | | 
| rable 
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rable loue of Chriſt Ieſus ; who 
being the onelybegotten Sonne 
of his Father, deare vnto him, 
and lying in his boſome: That 
notwithſtanding,he ſhould take 
our nature vpon him,and ſo wil- 
lingly lay downe his life for his 
Church, and to fuffer the moſt 
ſhameful, ignominious,and cur- 
ſed death; the death of the 


| croſle, for vs. The loue of Abre- 


ham 1s recorded for eternall me- 
mory, in that hewas content,at- 
the commandement of God. to 
offer vp,and to ſacrifice his one- 
ly ſonne, in whom the promiſe 
was,that all the Nations of the 
earthſhould bee bleſſed : but if 
this loue of 4br:hambe compa- 
red to theloueof Chriſt,it is but 
a drop of water in compariſon 
ofthe Ocean ſea : fo infinite, fo 
inutterable, and vnfpeakeable, 
| was 
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was the lone of Chriſt, that ra- 
ther then we ſhould periſh eter- 


ypon him. 
The confideration of this vn- 


nally , hee would take this curſe 


| ſpeakeablelouec of God, and of | 
Chriſt, towards vs wretched, 
forlorne, and miſerable ſinners, 
ſhould make vs cry out with Da- 
uid: Lord, what is man, that thou 
fo viſiteſt him? or the ſonof mam, | 
that thou ſo regardeff him? And | 
with the ſame Prophet to ſay: 0. 
| Lord, what ſhall I render v3to thee 
for all thy ben: fas , for this vn- 
ſpeakeable Joue ſhewed on mee 
a molt wretched ſinner? 7 w/ 
retcine the cup of Saluation,,nd cal 
VP0n the Name of the Lord, I will | 
pay my vowes which I haue 
| made vnto him, to louehim, to 
belceeue in him, and to obey 


= 
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Rom. 12.1. 


| to forſakeall pleaſures, profits, 
{ and preferments, which may 


| ro leaveall pleaſure and happi- 


} our ſakes : let vs inloue and re- 


j will ſhew our {elues moſt vn- 


os an. 


 Chriſts Preparation | 
Againe, ſeeing Chriſt leſus 


hath ſo exceedingly loued vs, 
that ſo willingly hee gave him- 
ſelfe to ſuffer death for our 
ſakes; hereweare taught to be- 
ſtow our ſclues, bodies & ſoules 
and all vato God : for from this 
ground doth the Apoſtle exhort 
vnto this duty, when he ſaith : 7 
befeech you brethren by the merci- 
4m eof God, that you giuevp 
your boazes a lining ſ, ſacrifice, holy 
&+ acceptable vo God, And fith 
Chriſt Ieſus hath beene content 


neſle in heauen,to ſuffer all miſe- 
ry and calamiry vpon earth for 


compence vnto him (vnleſle we 


gratefull) be content not onely 


raw aw 


— 
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draw vs from the loue of 


ſame vpon vs. 
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God: 
but alſo be content tovnder goc 
all miſeries and calamities for 


hisſake, when hee ſhall lay the 


Laſtly , ſeeing Chriſts calling 
was todye for his Church, and 
to be our Paſſeouer ſacrificed for 
vs;& in that he died ſo willingly 
and readily,neuer ſecking means 
now toeſcape as before hee had 
| {done;becauſe now his time was 
come, and the time of his ſuffe- | 
ring approached : heere Mini- 
ſters &all Chriſtians are taught 
to performe the duties of their 
calling, willingly and cheareful- 
ly. They whoſe calling is to 
preach the Goſpell of Chriſts 
Kingdome, that they performe 
the duty of this calling willing- 
ly and chearetully,as Chriſt did, 
whoſe calling was to dic for {1n- 
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ners. They that are called to 
the eſtate of Magiſtracy, either 
in Church or common-wealth, 
| Chriſts example may ſtil preach | 
to them,& tell them they muſt 
performe the duties of the ſame 
willingly. And this Do@tine 
of willing and cheerefull obe- 
dience, doth concerne all other 
eſtates and degrees of men,whe- 
ther they be husbands or wiues, 
parents or children, maiſters or 
{eruants,&c. all muſt looke vn- 
ro Chriſt, and learne of him to 
performe the duties oftheir cal- 


| lings willingly and cheeretully, 


rho was obedjent to the death,enen 
the death vpon the Croſſe,efc. 
Obzect. If we were to be taken, 
andto ſuffer for the Goſpell, | 
whether might wee goe to the 
place, as Chriſt did here, where 
we were {ure to betaken? 


Anſw. 


"oY 


4 


houre —_ 
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To his Death. 
Anſwer. Chriſt hadan houre, 


and {o haue euery one of vs; and 
when his houre was come. hee 
fled no more: hee knew that this 
was the appointed time of his 
ſuffering. He knew that das 
would come thither into the 
Garden, with a company of men 
of warre-: and yet of ſet purpoſe 
he came thither to betaken : his 
now come, hee fled 
no more. So in that we do not 
know our houre 1s come,we ma 
flie: but if wee doe know wich 
Chriſt, that our houre is at any 
time come,then we may nor flie. 
Obiect., Indeede Chriſt did 
know his houre,but how ſhal we 
know that our houre is come ? 
Anſwer. When our calling 


| requires that wee ſhould die for 
rhe Teſtimony of the truth, and | 


| 


_ 


Am. 


| Obzect. 


_— _ 


torthe ſcrting out of Gods glo- 
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PY Pw=""IT. 


—_— 


| Maiſter 
{ Peikinson 


| the Creed, 


iSecond 
| part of the 
Preparati- | 
onto 
Chriſtls {| 
Paſliun. 


| 
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— 


ry,thenare we to die. Burt ifour 
life may bee more for Gods glo- 
ry, we beingnot ſtrengthned to 
die, and that our departing bee 


not contrary to our general cal- | 


ling of a Chriſtian, wee may 
flie. 

And thus much for the firſt 
part ofthe preparatis of Chriſts 
ſnffering, the place where it be- 
gan,the Gardez, 


—_— 


And his Diſciples followed him. 


M— 


Ere wee ſee who were rhe | 


perſons that were with 
Chriſtar rhe time of his appre- 
henfion.There were eleuen Dil- 
ciples, but hee tooke bur one] 
three with him,to ſee,and to bee 
eare-witneſles of his bitter a- 


gony,Peter,James,and John. 
| Ir 


i a et. ae tt _ 


_- 
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It 1s not neede nor conueni- 
ent for all people to bee called 
to a Chriſtian afflicted in con- 
ſcience, or to one in an agony 
on his death-bed: but ſome ſons 
of Coxſolation, cuen ſuch as can 
$kil & ſpeakea word in due ſea- 
ſon,are thereto be preſent; ſuch 
as can comfort the {icke, and 
| pray for him. For one houre 
ſpent well then, when a mans 
life is almoſt out ſpent, may bee 


yeare before; it may gain a man 
the aſſurance of eternall life and 
ſaluation. 

The firſt reaſon then why 
Chriſt left eight, was becauſe it 
was not ſo conuenient to haue 
all the Diſciples with him. 

Secondly, becauſe hee would 
haue them. kept in fſafery from 
the rage of the /ewes, who wold 
C 4 very 
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more profitable then a whole| 
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Dotr.3. 
The Apo- 
ſtles were 
to be wit- 
nefles to 
Chriſts 
Paſtion. 
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very likely haue apprehended 
them likewiſe, if they had beene 
found with Teſus at that time. 
Bur why would Chriſt haue 
thoſe three with him ? 
Anſwer. Surely becauſe hee 
would haue witnefles to teſtifie 
vnto the world the truth of his 
ſufferings: whence we may ob- 
ſeruc this doctrine. 
Thar the office of rhe Apo- 


{les was,after a ſpeciall manner 
to give teſtimony of Chriſts 
paſſhon, withallthe circumſtan- 
cesthat belong to the ſame. Ir 
was an Apoſtolicall ſpeech and 
manner of preaching, not de- 
rived to any ordinary Paſtors 
or Teachers, to ſay as S. John 
doth : That which wee hane heard 
and feen,and our hands haue hand- 
ledyghat we teſtifie vnto you. And 
itis ſaid, that the Lord gaue 


Vito | 


— 
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gaine, Wher the holy Ghoſt ſhall 
come vpon you, ye (hall be witneſſes 
Unto me, both 17 leruſalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and to the vitermoſt parts ' 
of the earth \e ſhall be my witneſſes, | 
{aith C hriſt, Viz. This ſhall bee ; | 
your office and dignity to beare | 
witneſle otrnee,of my Doctrine, | 
Lite, Miracles, Paſſion, Death, | 
Buriall ReſurreQion;and Aſcen- | 
| tion; and of all the things that | 
| I haue done , and ſuffered for 
| mans ſaluation. Thus it becom- : 
meth the Diſciples to bee wit- | 
nefles of theſe things after a | 
more ſpeciall manner, and that 
for theſe reaſons. 


th —— 


the Witneſſes of the Apoſtles,li- 
uing in thetime of Chriſt, and 


the Miniſters of the Goſpell i in 


{uc- | 


Firſt, ro diſtinguiſh betweene Reaf.. 1. 


To his Death. | 25 
vnto the Apoſtles Gy cat Yr | AQts 4. 234 
10 gine witneſſe of Chriff. And a- 
Acts 1. 
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ſucceeding ages: forecuery Mi- 
niſter is called of God to giue | 
witneſſe to Chriſt. But yer to 
ſpeake properly, they arc indeed 
rather Preachers and publiſhers 
of things ”/tne/ſed, then Witneſ- 
ſes: or if they be wneſſes, yer 


o 
| they differ from the Apoſtles, 
| in chat they are not oculate or 
eare-Witneſſes,as they were. 


Secondly, they were endued 
with a great meaſure and pro- 
portion of faith : they knew the 
things which they teſtified, and 
of them al S 1ohx ſpeaketh thus: 
They knew the teſtimony to be true. 
True for the matter,for they de- 
livered the whole counſel! of 
God, and kept nothing backe 
that was fit to be known:& true 
for the manner,for they ſpake as 
They were mooucd by the Spirit of 


God, and therefore exempted 
| from 


_ 
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from all error in their witneſle, 
which the Miniſters now are. 
not. 

This being ſo, that the Lord: 
would haue his Apoſlles tobee. 
witneſles of all things that hee 
ſuffered for mans ſaluation: then 
this may adimoniſh al thoſe that 
are hearers ot the Apoſties do-| 
&rine, what an haynous 11n it Is, 
not to belecue, or to gaine-ſa 
the Goſpel! of Chriſt for it Was 
' not a ſ1mpie preaching of Chriſt : 
 asan Hiſtoricall narration that ! | 
| the Apoſtles vied, bur it was | 
' (ach which they had heard & ſeen, 
. and gaue out , not onely before j 


the cogiat_n people, bur alſo, 


before Biſhops & Prieſts, Kings 
and councels. Oh then,in whar 
a woſull and miſerable eſtare| 
are thoſe which feare not to 
ſpeake againſt the Apoſtles of 
| — Cirift, th 
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Chriſt,and wil not belecue thefe 
witneſſes. THerein they do not 
| onely accuſe the Apoſlles of ly- 
ing,but euen Chriſt himſelte:for 
ſo ſaith that moſt beloned Diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt : 7 wee recezue the 
witneſſe of men,the witneſſe of God 
zs greater , for this ts the witneſſe 
of God which he bare of his Sonne: 
| Hee that beleeueth the Sonne, bath 
the watneſſe in himſelfe: he that be- 
leeneth not God, maketh him a lyer, 
becauſe he beleeneth wot the witnes 
that God beareth of his Sonne, ec. 
 Thisſeruesto inſtruct vs af- 
rer what manner we are to carry 
| our ſelues vnder the Miniſte 

| of the Goſpell, for ſome haue 
learned Sathans language, Paul 
'# kzow,and Ieſus Iknow, but who 
 areye? Surely witneſſes to the 
ſame truth with the Apoſtles: 
for, as it is ſaid, Hee gave ſome to 


be 


co 
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where we may ſee that hee that 
called the Apoſtles, calleth Pa- 
ftors, and Teachers. So then 
the Miniſters of the Goſpell be- 
ing called of Chriſt to teach 


this Dodrine in his Church 


whatſoecuer our vnworthines be, 
co heare vs, is to heare Chriſt;& 
to contemne vs,'1S to contergne 
Chriſt - for ſo ſaith our Sauiour, 
He that heareth you, heareth mee, 
he that deſpiſerh you,aeſpiſeth mee, 
and he that defpiſeth mee aeſpiſety 
him that ſent me. And ſurely 
this condemneth that baſe c- 
ſteeme that the world hath of 
the Minifters of Chriſt at this 


ſteemed and regarded, bur ha- 
ted and perſecuted. VVell, the 
Lord ar the laſt will pleade rhe 


cauſe 


be Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome 


Paſtors , and ſome Teachers : | 


day, who of all men are leaſte- | 


Mar.ro. 
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cauſe of his faithfull ſeruants: 
when al wicked and vngodly ſins | 
ners ſhal find when it is too late, 
that they did kick againſt the 
prick, when they ſet themſelues 
againſt Gods fairhfull ſeruants, 
wholabour to ſhew vnto them, 
che way to cternall life and fal- 
uation. 

Obzect, Bur why did Chriſt 
make choyce of ſuch meane and 
weake men to be his wicneſles 
roall theworld,ſome fiſhermen, 


tent makers, &c. and not ra- 


ther of the great Rabbzes,the rich 
and wiſe men of the world > 
Anſ. It made much for the 
glory of Chriſt & his Apoſtles: 
It made much 1 ſay, for the glo- 
ry of Chriſt, in that hee made 
choice of illitterrate and vn- 
learned men.and made them ſo 
wiſe by the wiſedome ol _ 
nat 
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that they were ableto pur to ſi- 
lence and to ſtop the mourhes 
of the greateſt clerks , and moſt 
learned aduerſaries of Gods 
truth they met withalk Earthly 
Kings and Princes can neuer 


| giue wiſedome, and therefore 


they make choyce of {uch as are 
wile ro be of their counſell : But 


i now Chriſt need to make 
| choice of none ſuch,but will ho- 
| nour himſelfe to chiiſe weake & 


ignorant men , and of ſuch to 


| make them right wiſe, & noble, 


and euery way qualified for his 
worke. And againe, herein hee 


| honoreth his Diſciples,who be- 


ing inthemſelues meane,weake, 
and contemprible men, yet vp- 


pon their calling recciued ſuch | 


a portion of the Spirit of God, 
as that they draue the wiſeſt & 
moſtlearned amongſt the Rab- 


bies | 
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 benewith Ieſus; 42d beholding al- 


 kingdome and the kin gdome of 


— — 
—— 


bies of the Tewes to admiration. 
And hence it was that the wiſe 
and mighty, fceing rhe wiſe- 
dome and boldnefle of Perer,& 
Johx, and vnderſtanding that 
they were vnlearned men, and 
without knowledge,they mar- 
veiled, and knew that they had 


o the man which was healed ſtand. 
ng with the they had nothing to ſay 
agaznſt it, Now then what mar- | 
ucilous glory did Chriſt by this 
meanes, win vnto himſelfe and 
his diſciples? 

Secondly, the Lord Iefus 
Chriſt by this choice ofhis,will | 


put rhe difference betweene his 


Antichriſt, Chriſts kingdome 
maintayning the truth of God, 
is ſo ſtrong of it ſe}fe being fen- 
ced about with the walles of 
Gods | 


=” —_——— 


—_— 


——_—_—_—__ 


world in ſhort time. | | 
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Gods ſpeciall prouidence that 
ir. needeth no other prop, it 
needeth nor the armwe of mans. 
wiſedome,or an arme of fleſh to 
leane vpon. But euen ſimple, 
__ & vnlearaed men,be- } 
ing ſent of God and imployed 
infis ſeruice, ſhall by Chriſt be 
able to batter downe ſtron 


holds and: to. ſ: ibdue a whole 


But now come Vnto the 
kingdome of Antichriſt which 
maintaynerh nothing but fables 
and lies, it had need of all the 
policy, wit and learning thar 

can be deuiſed, to maintaine & 


vphold it: ber their falſe Do- 


| 


&rine could never ſtand with- 
out theſe 2. policy and power;. 

it Rands in need ofthe wit of! 
mea, and the pewer of Princes, 


\Whar thing <fe hath fuppor- - 
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red that tottering kivgdome of 
Popery (now in the clearelighr 
of the Goſpell) but their great 


| floriſhing of wiſe, learned and 


prudent Fathers? Bur alas ! this 
15 yet too little, I pray you take 
with you Gunpowder plots, e- 
quivocation, &c. and all ſhall 
be too little in rhe end to keepe 
char rortering religion from 
falling. But Chriſts kingdome 
neecerhnot theſe,yerit promul- 
geth & ſpreadeth abroad it iclte 
daily,more and more. Whereas 
che kirgdomeof Antichriſt be- 
ing already in a conſumption, 
by the broath of his mouth ſbalbe 
vtterly abol;jhed at the brightneſſe 
of h7s comming. | | 
Againe,in chat Chriſt raketh 
theſc three diſciples with him, 
Peter, Iames, and tchy, at this 
tiinc that now he i1sTo enter 1N- 
ed 


- = 
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to the Garden to wraſtle with 
Gods wrath for ſinne, & would 
not go alone;we Jeong hence a 
furcher poynt of Doctrine, 
namely -that 

Solitarinefle is very dange- 
rous: When a man 1s in great. 
temptations, it is not g004 ro 
be alone, company as at other 


comtorratite :for now hath Sa- 
than more aduantage againſt vs 
rhen at othertimes, Thediacl 
delights to fingle vs out alone: 


into deſert and forlorne placcs, 
chat hee may the more eafily 0- 
uercomevs:; Enen as the woite 
laboureth to lepar:te one ſingle. 
fheepe from the reſt of the 
flock, to make it hisprey. And 
therefore faith Salrmin, woe to 
him that is :lcne. Such ar one is. 


now very eally ro beter vpon by 
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Solitant 
| nes dange 
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times, ſo then eſpecially are | 9" 
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Sathan. And hereupon the 
Lord ſaith, Jt 7s pot good for 
man to bee himſelfe alone : Iwill 
make him ay helper meete for him. 
Now if it were not good for A- 
dam to bee alone in Paradiſe 
whileſt hee remained innocent, 
much lefle now can hee ſtand 
without help, being wholy cor- 
rupted. It was Sathans policy 
to ſingle out Exaalone by her 
ſelfe, and then to preſent vnto 
her the beauty of the forbidden 
fruite; which hee would not ſo 
eaſily haue affaied to do, had 
theremained with her husband. 
It was when Dzzah was alone 
that Shechem caught her & dehi- 
led her. And Daxid was al alone 
vpon the rooffe of his pallace | 
when Sathan' temprs him to 
luſt after Ba:bſh1þ4,and rocom- 


mir adultery with her. So that 
WC i 
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wee may ſee full clearely how 
many the dangers are, and the 
occaſions of finne which wee 
are ready to fall into when wee 
are alone. Sathan knowes thar 
he hathnor ſtrength enough to 
ſer vpon many togither ,and 


it bee poſſible, that ſo hee may 
the better preuaile. Yea the 
greateſt ſinnes, and the moſt 
horribleſt impieries char were 
ener done in. the world, were 
euer contrived when men were 
alone; as that of Exe, Dauid, Di- 
aah and the like. VVhat ſhall 
we ſay of 1udas, he muſt firſt bee 
all alone before Sathan had his 
will of him. And experience 
ceacheth rhe truth of this, how 
many euill and finfull thoughts 
are ready to enterintovswhnle 
wee are ſolitary and alone; and 


therefore he will ſingle vs out if 


| 
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wee want not examples of ma- 


ny, who being alone haue fallen 
into 'wany and fearefull dan- 


Crs. | 
This ſerues firſt of all tocon- 
demne the Doctrine of the 
church of Rome, who moſt high- 
ly commend an Erexztical/and 
Monaſticall life for men to ſe- 
queſter themſclues from ordi- 
nary fociety, &to liue as z2onks 
and Ererts in cloiſters, woods 
and deſerts, as a moſt excellent 
eſtate and condition of life; but 
of that their example we haue 
neither precept norexamplein 
all the booke of God: but wee 
hauec ſeene by that which hath 
beene ſpoken, how ſuch expoſe 
themſelues toa thouſand dan- 
gers; yea whar do they elſe then 
tempt God, and as itwere Gare 
Sathan to the combatc? How- 

2 ſocuer 


— 


—_— 


4 


| 


To his Death. 
ſocuer, this kind of life being a 
perpetual! forſaking of all hu- 
maine ſociety, is neither com- 
mendable in Gods children,nor 
warranted in theword, 
Secondly this may admoniſh 
all men to avoyde folirarineſlſe 
as much as'they can, that fo 
they mat) prevent euen the oc- 
caſions of finne. And as for ſuch 
whoſe callings are to bee alone, 
as a Student in his ſtudy, a 
workman in his ſhop,a trauailer 


— 


a. 


by the way, and thelike; they 
muſt eſpecially looke to their 
thoughts, and ſuffer them nor 
to wander. Take heed of wat 
dring thought, for there Sathan 
commonly begtns to kindle the 
fier of his temprations. Let di- 
uine meditations therefore 
poſſeſle our ſoules, that fo Sa-; 
than may neuer finde the exzpty, 


D 4. # wept | 


Pe 


| 40 | 


| 


| | ſept and garniſhed But of all 0- 


| Bur alas /our company many 
—Tly called Sathans ſnare to 


| led in their company then 


| ple in company. 
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ther, melancholy perſons are in 
greateſt diger this way, &ther- 
fore Melancholy is called the di- 
uels (hop wherein many times 
hee worketh much miſcheefe. 
Such men eſpecially are to 
looke vnto themſelues. And 
indeed this may teach all men 
to vie their company well, that 
ſoit may bee the Communion of 
Satnis,that wee may be ready to 
ſupport one another and to 
helpe them in' time of neede. 


times is ſuch as may bee true- 
catch vs,and ſooner are we foy- 


being alone: There is now a-. 
dayes ſo much euill exam- 


And thus much of the ſe- 


——_— 


cond 
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Tohis Death. | 
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cond part of the Preparati- 
on to Chriſts Paſſion. 
The third follo- 
weth. | 


x 


& 
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Vnrst 40, 


ter znto Lemptatzon. 
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YO ERA HRIST, aswee 
1 So ® haue heard before, | 
, ENS? © taketh with him 
PN—LAGP his Diſciples. Now 
| 'in this verte vnto 
the cnd of the 4.6. verſe, we ſhall 
ſeewhat vie hee had of his diſci- 
| ples 1n the midſt of all his trou- 


The ſecond Sermon. 


And when he came totheplace, he 
ſid vmo them, Pray, leſt ye en- 


W— 


when | 


— — 
-' 


=” his atk. | 


when he came to the place. hat 
placewas this? Gethſemare, the | 
place whereChriſt ſhould be ap- | 
prehended;a place well knowne 
vnto 44s, forhe had often bin 
there with Chriſt. And now that 
the time of his Paſſion was at 
hand, hee ſpeakes farſt vnto the 
Diſciples that they ſhould haue | 
a Care, and vic all holy meanes 
that they cptred not into temp- 
tation. 


1 
1 A duty re- 

, 
quired: Pray. 

2 Areaſonto 
entorce the 
duty, Leſt ye 

1 enter 1810 | 

temptation. 


This verſe doth 
naturally diuide< 
it ſelfe into two 
parts: 


| 
Before wee come to ſpeake of} 
theſe, there is ſomething to bee 


obſerued } 


FL 
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obſerued in generall. As name- 


ly, what great care there was in 


Chriſt Icſus of his Difciples. Ar 
this time hee layes aſide for a 
while the thoughts of his owne 


Paſhon , and begins toexhort 


the Diſciples; for the time was 
at hand that he muſt nqw leaue 
them to the World, to the af- 
faults of Sathan, and tothe rage 
and malice of wicked men : and 


therefore whilſt hee hath time, | 
his ſpeciall care 1s for his Diſci- 


ples, toarme them, and to pre- 
pare them againſt thoſe times 
ſhould come. And this care 
muſt euery childe of God haue 
ouer them that are committed 
vnatohim: A Miniſter ouer his 
flock a Maiſter ouer his family, a 
Father ouer his children; not 


| onely in theirliues, bur alſoat 


the houre of their deathes. So 
that 


_ 


__———_— 


| 


fes that good ſeruant of God, | 


Ry 


W=E 


"Rn ER nm” 


To his Death. | 


that wee ſee that Chriſts exam- 
ple doth commend vnto all fu- 
periours,a chriſtian and neceſla- 
ry duty,namely : 

That wee regard the good e- 
ſtate of Gods Church, that it 
may go wel with it when we are 
gone. This ought to be the care 


ofeuery Chriſtian for thoſe that | 5... 


arevnder him. This dury wee 
finde hath becne carefully pur in 
practiſe of the godly from time 


rotime. How carefull was 20- ' 


that-the people might not bee 
left without a guide, as {};cepe 
without a ſhepheard?and chere- 
fore prayeth for a fit Gouernor } 
that might go in and our before 
the people: Letthe Lora Grd of | 
the ſpirits of ill flrſh,:ppoini a m2 
our the Congregation that may yoe | 
in and out before ther, And Dauid | 
Y P4311 


| ——2_ 


Num.27, 
16.17. 
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Cn ton, 


vpon his death-bed, and imme- 
diately after he had inueſted $9- 
lomon 1nto his Throne and kino- 
dome , how caretully doth hee 
exhort him ? ſaying: And thou 
Solomon my franc, know thouthe 
God of thy fath'y, and ſeru? him 
with a perfedt hart, ex with awil. 
ling minze: for the Lord ſearcheth 
all hearts, and onderſt:znd:th all 
the 7 1ginations of thoughts. If 
thou ſecke him hee will be found of 
thee,but if thou forſuiuke himhe wil 
eaſt thee off for euer. Oh what a 
worthy exhortation was this of 
Danidrohis ſonne ? Irſhall ne- 
uer die, birt fill preach vnto all 
godly pare:1ts & religious chil- 
dren, and tell them both their 
duties, euver.cuer to prouide for 


-che good of Gods< hurch when 


they are gone. This appeareth 
by thar of rhe Apoſtle Peter « I 
will 


CE cede Ee EE SED —— 


A. 


= his D cath. 
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will JR TEN ads wazes , that you | 
9229 bee able to haue reno 
of theſe things after "1 a: "Pie 
ture. 

Paule was nor ignorant ofthis 
duty , , whenhe inſtructed Timo- 


thy in this dury, ſaying: watch 
thou inn all things; ſi offer adur 'r [1- 


ty ; ave therrorke o of an Enangetiſt, | 


cauſe ti;y AMinilery through! 9) tO 
L kd of ; for 1 5m: nom ready to 
be i fered , and the time of my de- 
par Zing, js at hand . Thus becom- 
meti1 1t all {uperiours ro haue 


a care of thoſe that are vnder | 


them, that ſo the Church of 
God may bee provided for. and 
that 1t may goe well w ith It 
when they are gore, and 
their Sunze 1s ſet vpon them; 
and for this there 1s great rea 


ſon. : 
For firſt, the Church 1s our 


{ 


mother, ! 
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mother, who hath conceiued 8& 
| brought vs to live a ſpiritual life 


| ro God. Through her wee haue 


begun our heauen and happi- 
neſſe here, wee haue a long time 


growne to bee ſtrong men in 
Chriſt : let vs not then proouc 
ſo vnnaturall to forſake her at 
laſt.It was Chriſts care eucn vp- 
pon the Crofle, to prouide for 


| 


ved Diſciple. Let vs not then 
ſhew our ſelues to bee of ſo ba- 
ſtardly brood, to caſt off all care 
of Gods Thurch, which is the 
mother of vs all. | 
Seeing our care muſt bee for 
thoſe that be vnder vs,whatfoe- 
uerour place or calling be.thoſe 
that are vndcr vs are to bee 
thought on, and prouided for, 


that 


—_— ww” 


ſucked herbreaſts, and arenow 


his Mother, and chen commitr- | 
red her to the care of his belo-. 


i 


| 


| 


— 


| 
| 
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| 


——  __ : 


WO RX 


' a blefled memory that Hold 
; neuer rot; and our care and dt- 
ligence would cuer crie and call 


would bee tangit to teare the 
Lord. This duty belongs to true 


To his Deat þ. 


chat ſi it - may g0 wel with chem | 
when we are gone. Oh that all 

Magiſtrates and Miniſters, Pa- 
rears and Maiiters, would learn 
to put this duty in practiſe '/how 
wel wold it farc theriwith Gods 
Church? We ſhould thn leaue 
a happy poſterity behind vs,and 


—  — — _— 


' vnto our poſterity todo the like, 
and ſo our childrens children 


 Toue; would God this care were 
vs, then ſhould noc ſo many 
| preſidents of iniquity , like /0r0- 
' boams ſinne and Barl mms countlel, 

be left to poſterities: then hold 
' jt not bee laid, The Fathers haye 
eaten ſowre grapes, and their Cl. 
dren: teeth are ſet on edg', Then 


— TI 


FE ſhould 
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ſhould the arguments of Papifts 
and Atheiſts be calily anſwered, 
that ſay they worſhip their Fa- 
thers gods, and follow the ſteps 
of their predeceſſors. But re- 
member, that as Baalams curle 
was renewed vpon him a long 
time after he was dead, euen be- 
cauſe others followed his ſinne: 
So ſhall our bodies and ſoules 
be condemned to more intolle- 
rable torments, becauſe the loſle 
of ourliues will breede thelofle 
of them that come after, 

This is the dury of all, all muſt 
prouide with Chriſt here for the 
ſoules and ſaluation of all thar 
are vnder them: And this duty 
mult wee doe in health,this wee 
muſt doin ficknes,&this we muſt 
doin death; and ſo ſhall we glo- 
rife our God both in life and 
death. Thus did godly 79/u4h 


—_—— cc - —__—— —_— 


teach | 


n_ 


To his Death. 


teach his houſhold ro ferne the 


his childre & ſeruants the feare 
of the Lord:and this muſtwe do 
| if wewil approue our ſclues to be 


the children of faithful 1br:hamn. 
And thus much for the generall 
view of this Scripture ; namely, 
the great care that was in our 
blefled Sauiour forthe good of 
his Church when hee was gone: 


— * _ - —— ————— _— — 


| 
| Fray ,that yee emer not into 
| Fermpt.iti0n, 


{ 


| 
| "THE SE wete the beloued 
| Diſciples of Chriſt, vnto 


were {uch that Chriſt honouted | 
| aboue rhe reſt, and had them 
with him at certaine ſpeciall 


whom Chriſt ſpake, yea they | 


\ times: and when 1azrns dau gh- 


— 


Lord : &thus did Abraham teach | 9: 


Gcenu$.19 


Firſt pare 
the duty. 


Mar. 5.37- 
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Do(tr.2. 
The beſt 
ſand in 
nced of in 
ſtruction. 


{ Mat. 17-1” ; 
vpon the Mount, and in this 


| had need to be called vpon and 


| _ 
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Pe EE 


ter was rayſed from the dead, 


when Chrilt was rranſfigured 


place, and now art this time,to 
be witneſſes of his Pafſion; yer 
vnto them doth hee direct this 
ſpeech, Pray that yee enter not in- 
to temptation. 

. Hence wee obſerue this Do- 
&rine, namely : That the beſt 
| that are, ſtand inneed to be in- 

ſtructed. Who more highly in 
Gods fauour then theſe beloued 
Diſciples, and who might pro- 
fir more in the knowledge of 
Chriſt and faluation then they 
had done > Yet Chriſt dire&s 
his ſpeech vnto them,Pray that 
yee, EF. 
| Yea there isnoneſoholy, ſo 
{ learned, fo wiſe or religious, but 
| need turther reformation, and 


 ——_— 
1 


—_ 


To his Death. 
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put in remembrance by the | 
Lords ſeruants, for an increaſe | 
and growth in piety and religi- | 
on. Dauid was a man after Gods 
owne heart, yet hee ſtands in 
need of a Nathazto ſchoolehim | 2-Sam. 2. 
forhis fault he committed. Ze- 
rubbibel was a valiant Prince & 
one that highly honoured the 
Lord,g& yet H:gg47, the Lords 
prophet,mult come voto him to 
{et him forward about the buil- 
ding of Gods houſe at Teruſa- 
lem. A man would think that 
they which had ſuch a meaſure 
of grace and piety ſhould need 
no more : but alas! though a | 
man had neuer {ſo much know- 
ledge and grace, yet vnleſle hee | 
bee called vpon daily and bee Col.r-r1.' 
ftrengthned with all might he can ' | 
ſtand no long time togither. As 
a ſtaffe ina mans hand folong | 
| E 3 as | 


bl. A 4 


-— > ye nn 
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2.Pet.1.13 


2.Pe1.4 25 
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A he holdeth it, it ſtands bue if 


he take away his hand ir falls to 
che ground :ncontinently: E- 
uen fo vnleſſe the Lord reach 
forth his hand to ſupport vs, we 
cannot bur fall. _ 

Twmothee was a moſt rare 


young man, more ker an An- 


gell then a man, yet hee ſtands 
in need of helpe: and Paz/ 
muſt write vnto him two Epi- 
ftles ro admoniſh and to pur 
him in minde of his duty, to 
teach him how to behaue him- 
ſelfe in the Church of God, 
And forthis cauſe the Apoſtle 
Peter telleth the faithfull inhis 
time,that he wold neuer be neg- 
liget to put thEin mind of heir 
duty : theaugh they bad knowleage, 
_— ſtabliſhed in the preſent 
truth. And againe the ſame A- 
poſtle calleth vpon the Jewes to 
itoyne 


px 


| 


| — 
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toyne vertue with vertue, Ec. 
And laude telleth vs that it is 
needfull for vs to bee better in- 
ſiruced, and to be put in minde 
of that which wee do know. 1 
might alledge divers examples 
more for the confirmation of 
the truth of this Do&trine; as 
that of the prophet Dauzd,how- 
ſoeuer a very deepe Scholler, 
knowing more then his teach- 
ers : yet he wasſo blind in ſome 
things, that hee was more like a 
beaſt the a man, as he doth con- 
feſſe of himſelfe : So foolzſh was 1 
and ignorant, Iwas a beaſt before 
thee. And that of Pau/,that how- 
ſocuer hee was a ſanGtified man, 
farre aboue others,yet in this he 


bewaileth his eſtate very much,! rg, ..19. 
crying out of himſelte : The good' 
that Iwould 1 doe not , butthe cuill| 


that 1 wauld not that doe 1.But the 
E 4 Yea- 


Pſal.93 +224 


lude 5. 


Pſ.119 99; 
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reaſons that follow will make 


the ſame more clearevnto vs. 
Firit of al,there 1s much drofle 


| Inthepurett gold,and many im- 


perſections inthe moſt regene- 
rate,and that in all the powers 
and faculties offoute and body. 
Tac uſt man fals ſenen times a 
day ,and as the Apoſtle ſaith, 1z 


many things we finne all. cb wasa 


| marucllous holy man, and yer 


faith hee, 1f 7 zuſtfre may ſelfe, my 
nth ſhall condemme me, If I put 
forth mi ſelfe for a perfeit mane 
wll prowe me awicked docr. And 
the Apoſtle faith, who ſo [27th 
that he 7s without fin, is alter, and 
the truth is not in him, So then 
rhere is ftnnc in the godly aſwell 
as in the wicked:we haue ſucked 
corruption from the breaſts of 
our mothers , and the worke of 
Our regeneration 1s not preſent- 


ly 


tf mm 


ye 


"* — ——_— 
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| moſt toully 


| Sanctificacion : forſo much doe 
the words oi the Apoſtle import | | 


— 


y perfected in vs 


hy 


To bis Deaty. | 
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' hain by de- | 
greesz which ewes in what: 
great neede wee ſtand of others 
he] pes heere. Itake no comfort | | 
to vncouer: the nakedneſle of 
worthy Patriarchs, Prophets, and | 
other holy men of God; who: 
when God bur for a clini, did | 
leaue them. vnto th: emſclues, 
did ſtumble and 
fall, andlay along timein their 
Goes, Yea,there 1s none {o holy 
or ſo mortified here,but throgh 
Sathans fubrilty, may fall from 
that good begun in them , and 
breake off the worke of their 


vnto Vs; Let:bims that ſtandeth take ' 


heede leſ he fall. And the like 1s 


57 
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1.Cor. 10. 
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| 
againe in another place: Thou Rom.11.20 


ftand. ſt by faith, bee not high min- 
ded,but feare. 


Second- | 
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4 "OY Secondly, we are ignorant in 

to many things that concerne vs, 

| ""IME) the Lords worſhip,and our own | 
q -13* | peace: Our knowleage is but is 


[| | part, and as our knowledge is, 
b ſuch is our obedience : for wee 
| | cannot haue more obedience 
i. | then knowledge. So then 
| | this being the eſtate and condt- 
Wild tion of the beſt of Gods Ser- 
| _ | uant$heere, that their know- 
, | | ledge is but in part : it followes 
that they ought to ſubmit the- 
ſelues tothe Word, to godly 
inſtructions, Chriſtian admo- 
nitions, and wholſome repre- 
| | henſions. For none ſo good, bur 
| others may finde that amiſle in 


- 


— _ 
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|. | | th& which they cannot in them- | 
WW. - ſclues: rhe beſt garments muſt | ' 
ll be bruſhed, the fineſt linen waſh- 


bl ed, the ſweeteſt gardens wee- 
li ded.and the beſt Chriſtian here 


ji | admoni- | 


[2 Death. 
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admoniſhed. 


thus to humble his ſeruants here | 
with their wants & imperfeCti- 
ons,that ſo they might the more 
carneſtly long after the perfeQi- | 
on of grace that ſhall bee in the 
Kingdome of heauen. | 


| admoniſh vs not to braggeand 
| boaſt of our broken ſeruice wee 
| performe vnto God, but euer to 
C humbled with our manifold 
| wants and infirmities. Ir isthe | 
Diuels policy to make vs ouer- 
weene of our felues,and make vs 
preſume weeare that which in- 
deed wearenotzand allto bring 
vs to confuſion : he knowes that 
2 man 1s never nearer vnto 
ſhame, then when his heart is 
lifted vp with a vaine conceit of | 
his owne watthineſle, power, & | 


| 


Ja. 
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Laſt of al,it is the wil of God Reafe 3. 


This may ſerue firſt of all, ro rex. | 
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: to thoſe that ſhall any way 
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as Salomonaith : Pridegoeth be- 

ore deſtruction,and an high mind 
before the fall. Stand not vpon 
the pertection of thy wiſedome, 
knowledge, or ſirength. Parr-- 
arches haue fallen, Prophets haue 
fallen, Apoſtles haue fallen, An- 
gels haue fallen: what arewee 
then that we ſhould be proud in 
ourſelues, and deſpiſe rhe in- 
ſtructions of others? Let vs 
preach, and pray,and labor with 
neuer ſo entire affetions inour 
callings,yer ſtill wee are vnpro- 
fitable feruants; more ſtill is left 
vndone then done, and that 
which is done, i1sdone in great 
weakeneſſe and impertection. 
Ohrthen / ftarrebe it from Gods 
Scruants that they ſhould hate 
or deſpiſe inſtruction, but rather 
ſhew themſclues thanketull vn- 
help 


them 
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chem forward in any Chriſtian 
duty, and inſtruc them how to | 
go forward with the Lords 
worke: ſuch are to behighly ho- 
noured and regarded of vs, and 
not deſpiſed. 

Secondly, this may teach vs 
not to deſpiſe any,though they. 
| ſeeme to bee inferiour vnto our 
ſelues; becauſe God can make 
them inſtruments of much 
good vnto vs. Our Samour 
Chriſt was euer louingly at- 
fected towards thoſe tha. were 
of an humble mind. When that 
good Centurion had that baſe 
conceipr of himſelfe, that hee 
chought himſclfte not wor- 
thy that Chriſt ſhould come 
vnder his roote: oh! how high- | 
ly doth our Sauiour commend 
of him; 1haue xt found ſo great 


aith, zo not in Iſrael > Itisa| 
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great fault in our dayes,too too 


common amonegſt vs, that wee 
prize the fpeech according to 
the ſpeaker, and the worth of 
the gift according to the worth 


of the giuer.If the Miniſter bee 


{ meane and poore, let his cxhor- 


tations be neuer ſo holy & pure, 
men lightly regard them:this is 
as Saint 7ames ſaith, Tv hawe the 


faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt iz 


reſpei? of perſons : But if wee 
did truely conſider how vnable 
wee are of our ſelues to do any 


thing which is good, it would 


make vs more lowly in our owne 
light, as alſo to eſteeme better 
ofthoſe be they neuer ſo meane, 
that ſhall any way help to fir vs 
to any Chriſtian duty. And thus 
much from the nature of the 
perſons whom Chriſt doth 1n- 
ſtrut here to pray; they were 


——_— —_ ———_——_—  — —— 


WY” *” O'S 


the 


| 


$ 


——_—_—.t. 


eee. dt. AO ee ee es. CEE. eee en. a. es. 


| w_ 
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the bleſſed Diſciples of Chriſt: 
ſo that wee ſee that the holieſt 
that are, whileſt they liuehere 
haue need of inſtruction. 


Pray , leſs yee enter into tempra- 
£1094, 


V Ee are here furtherto 
conſider in the firſt 
art of rhis Scripture, how 
Chriſt would haue his diſciples 
prepared for temptation, and 
ſecondly by what meanes they 
ſhould prepare theſclues,name- 
ly by prayer. 

Wee will firſt of all conſider 
what that terptatzon is which 
Chriſt here meaneth,& ſecond- 
ly of the meanes to aucid it. 

Firſt, chis word fermpration 1s 
| diverfly taken; to tempt 1s no- 
| thing elſe but to try & to proue. 
Some- 


what temp 
, tation 13. 
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Sometime God tempts vsfora 
good end, and thentemptation 
is taken in the good part «and 


Not that God by this meanes 
doth get any knowledge of that 


| he was ignorant ot before, but 


that his gifts and graces in his 
children ſhould be made mani- 


feſt. 


| Sometimes againe our owne 
Iufts rempt vs; as Saint 7ames 


ſaith, Exery man 7s terrpted ly” 


| he is arawne away of his owne con- 
' cpi{cence, and this is euer fin. 
| Befids theſe thediue! tepts vs, 


and this rhird kind eſpecially is 


| here to bce vndetſtood in this: 
And lo «the ſame is 


| place. 
in that petition of the Lords 
Prayer, Leaae Vs mt 70 tempta- 
tron, This temptation isa malt- 


thus God tempted Abraham, 
that is, God did proue Abraham. 
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cious ſirring of vs vp by Sathan 
ynto ſome finne. 


Sometimes Sathan as a ro- | 
ring lion, ſets vpon vs & tempts 


VS, Be ſober and watch, for your ad- 


arrſarythe ainet like a ramping + 


#oting lion, ec. And-thus hee 

comes terribly vpon vs, ſetting 

fearchilll rhings before vs. 
Sometimes hee comes vnto | 


thus he tempred Ea4h. 

. Sometimes he comes like an 
Angel of light, and like a 
Church man vſeth faire perſwa- 


fions,ſaying, VV hat wil you not | 
| do as your fathers did? this is 
| the ancient and old religion:& 


thus Sathan will ſeeme to bea 


| religious & deuout diuel.Some- 


times agatne Sathan rempts vs 
by offering profirs, commodi- 


\ 


vs like a Serpent in deceipt,and 
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I piue thee (ſaith Sathan to 
Chriſt);f thou wilt fall downe and 
worſhip mee. He will ſomerimes 
pretend religion , ſometimes 
compaſſion, ſometimes ſobrie- 
tie,and the like; that fighting: 
thus as it were vnder Chriſts 
colours he might the more caſi- 
ly preuaile:Pray, /eft yee enter in 
to temptation. Ir 1s one thing to 
bee tempted, and another to 
enter into temptation. To bee 
tempted by Sathan ſimply, is 
no ſ{inne : and herein alſo is a 
difference berweene tempting 
by Sathan and by our own luſts; 
forto be tempted with our own 
luſts is ſinne, becauſe it is with- 
in vs. Euah had not ſinned if ſhe 
had not conſented to Sathans 
temptation, and fo haue beene 

OUercome. 
Tobeeled intotemptation 
and 
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| prayer,as our Saulourteacheth 
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and to enter into temptation; 
are both to bee ouercome by 


in this place: Ir is a fearefull 
thing to diſputewith Sathan,or 
fora weake Chriſtian rodiſpure | 


with heriicks:weake Chriſtians |. 


are not to reaſon with them, 
God hath commanded the con- 
trary;we are to ſay with Chriſt, | 
Aroid Sathan. It is ſaid, The 
tempter came and tempted Chriſt 
Sathan is not a temprer, but 
the Tempter: except thou yeeld 
thy hearr to Sathans temprati- 
ons,it i5 no finne, to be tempted 


of and by Sathan;for Chriſt was 


rempred by Sathan,and yer hee | 


did nor ſinne. | 
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Ob:ef, Whether isitlawfull ad 


that wee pray,that wee bee not 
tempted? 

Arſ: It is not lawtfull fo ro 
F 2 pray, 
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pray, for it is good for vstobe 
rempred, and they are as ne- 
ceſlary for vs as ourmeare and 
drinke. But wee mult pray 
that wee do not enter into temp- 
tation, that is,that wee be not 0- 
uercome by temptation;as thus 
roſay, Good Lord let vs not be 
ouercome by temptation, let 
not our luſts overcome vs, let 
not our corruptions preuaile. 
The heart of a Chriſtian 
man is like a well fenced cittie, 
which can nener bee ouercome 
but by traitors within,as igno- 
rance, couetouſneſle,pride,luſt, 
&c : Without which traitors | 
Sathan can neuer ouercome vs. 
No man is hurt but of himſelfe; | 
ſo that if Sathan overcome vs. 
it is thorough our owne cor- | 
ruption,it is becauſe we Jet him 
in. Oh then! let vs pray that wee ; 
emer ; 
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enter not znto tersptarion. |. | 
Now then,in tharaforehand_ Ty | 
our Santour thus prepareth his l 
Diſciples for theſe temptations 14 
wiſhing them to pray that they mal 
be not led into them,we learne ' DoF. 3. | muy 
this point of Do@trine,namely, | Preparati- no 
That preparation muſt be made | 2®mulve Fi 
againſt the time of triall come. | fore remp- 


Gods children they areſeldome | tation Hh 
come, Will 
it 


free from temptation here in lil 
this life, but for the moſt parr 
onefollowerh vpon the necke of 
another,cuen as obs calamities 
came vnto himz the ending of 
one being but the beginning 
of another:had not 1b thought 1b 1.5. | 
on them beforc,he could neuer | 

. ſo patiently haue borne the; but | | 
faith he, The things that I feared xg, , x5, | 
arecome vpon m9, It feemes. | 
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that made him ſo well to en- 
dure ſo ſore aſſaults. We are to 
looke for nothing all our life 
time but a continuall enter. 
courſe of temptations, perpetu- 
al warfare;there is no part of our 
| life wherein Sathan ſetreth nor 
ſome trap to catchvs, ſothat 
weare not to be ſecure & care- 


leſle,bur very vigilant & watch- 


tull: many trials are to bevnder- | 


gone of vs here, and many al- 
ſaults to bee withſtood, before 
weeget the victory to bee free, 
This made our Sauiour to bee 
very careful] herein, preparing 
his Difciples againſt his depar- 
ture, becauſe he knew there were 
euill dayes and hard times at 
| hand, againſt whichtimes vn- 
leſſe they were prepared they 
could neuerlooke to ſtand our 
againſtSathan.Thus it pleaſeth 

the 
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the Lord to order the life of a 
Chriſtian here,that thorough ma- 
ny afflictions wee muſt enter into 
the kingdome of God, This is re- 

reſctedto vs in Chriſt our head 
who through manifold rrialls 


and temptations entred into 
glory. And the more grace a 


Mar.1r6.16 
17.18, 


man hath, the more commonly 
aſſaulted by Sathan. Chriſt rel- 
leth his Diſciples that Sathan 
had the greateſt ſpite at them 


| 


cauſe he was an excellEt Apoſtle, 
one that was euer forward to 
acknowledge Chriſt, a worthy 
pillar in the Church of God, 
therefore Sathan ſingles him 
out from the reſt,and gives him 
a very ſore foyle,as we ſhall ſee 
hereafter. 


of all other men : And Peter be-f 


The firſt reaſon may be taken 
from that of the Apoſlle Peter, 
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| Bee ſober and watch, foy your ad- 
urrſary the Dinell like a roring li- 
on goeth about continually ſeetrng 


ture of Sathan:he is our ſworne 
| enimie, and the end of all his 
temptations are to deuour vs: 
hee 1s like a cunning theete, hee 


to ſee where they are weakeſt 
there to breakin vpon vs,and to 
rob vs of al rhe treaſure of grace 
that the Lord hath vouchſafed 
vntovs; ſo that it we make not 
preparation aforehand,we may 


| ſuddenly bee furpriſed like the 


ludges 183. people of Li; but if wee bee 
\ 


prepared, well wee may bethe 
| More ſecure. 

| Secondly, as we hanea moſt 
dangerous erimic withour vs, 
Who ſeeks by all meanes pofible 
| to 


— OE 


| 


whom he may deuour. Here is the | 
firſt reaſon taken from the na- ! 


hath often marked our houſes 
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| to breake in vpon vs, and toen- 
ter the caſtles of our ſoules,whe- 
ther at the doores or at the win- 
dowes, the cics or the tongue, | 
hand or foot; where we are moſt | 
weake,there hee will bee ſureto | 
make his entry: | 

So wee haue a more dange- | 
rous enemy within, and thart is | 
our heart as deceittul, yea more 
deceitful then Sathan himſfelfe: | 
for The heart is deceitful aboue all Te.19. 
things, who can know it? Sorhat it 
behooues vs to be watchful. For 
the matters of this life, wee are 
wiſe herein: that if wee hada 
wicked and theeuiſh ſervant, | 
thar ſought opportunity to rob | 
vs,we would hauc a ſpeciall eye 
vato him continually, and the 
rather becauſe hee was within 
the houſe with vs,and therefore 


more dangerous then withour., 


Bur | 
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about vs a ſeruant that were ſo 
faithleſle, as at any houre in the 
| night to let in vpo vs our dead- 


we would be marueillous heed- 
| full vnto him. Well,;this is our 
caſe, wee haue ſuch an vntruſty 
ſeruant within vs, our owne 
hearts; they will bee ready at a- 
ny occaſion to let Sathan in vp- 
pon vs : Oh then, how carcfull 


them,and to feare them ? 
{ Reaſ? 3. A third reaſon may be taken 
- *. | from Godhimſelfe, for how do 
wee know the Lord will deale 
with vs, when hee ſhall finde vs 
ſo remiſle and careleſſe?He hath 
required that wee ſhould cuer 
watch & ſtand vpon our guard, 
and that becauſe wee doe not 
know how, when, or where Sa- 


ought wee to bee to looke vnto | 


—_ \ 
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But if we were ſure that we had | 


ly enemy that ſoght our blood, | - 


| 


| chan 
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than will ſet vpon vs, Sure wee 
are that we muſt to the combat; 
neuer any of Gods ſeruants e{-; 
caped, no not Adam in thetime; 
of his innocency,nor ChriſtIe- 
ſus himſelic,much leſle may wee | 
looke to eſcape. Oh tlicn, how 
do we know the Lord will deale 
with vs,when we make light ac- 
count of his commandecment 2 
May not the Lord moſt iuftly 
| manacle our hands, and giue vs 
, ouer to our ſelues, and deny vn- 
' tovsthe gracious aſſiſtance of 
| his Spirit ? that whereas we had 
| before ſomeliberty & freedome 
of ſpirit rocall vpon his name, 
to withſtand the aſſaults of Sa- 
than , and in ſome weake mea- 
ſure to walke vprightly before 
' him : that even now for the neg- 
| Ietand contempr thereof, not 
being watchfull, not preparing 

againſt | 
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| Chriſts Preparation 
againſt thetime of temptation, 
and for not'calling vpon him 
for his aide and comfort,he giue 
vs ouer to Sathan, and leaue vs 
 toour ſelues,and that moſt wo- 
fully for evermore> And this 
may the Lord doe as a moſt iuſt 
recompence of ſin, that would 
make ſolight account of that he 
ſaith. 

This Do&tine ſerues inthe 
firſt place to reprooue and con- 
 demne ſuch deſperate and carc- 
lefle ſinners, as make but a tuſh 
of what God commandeth;nay 
doe they not glory in their 
| ſhame? making their boaſt that 
they were neuer tempted ; No, 
they thanke God, the Diuell ne- 
uer troubled them; rhey know 
' not what this te.nptation mea- 
| neth you ſpeake of, Ah poore 
| foule, if this be thy toy which 
| IM moſt 
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co feare what a caſe thou arr 
in, it isaſigne that the ſfrozg 
mn armed hath taken poſſeſſion 
of thy houſe, that 1s,of thy ſoule, 
that hee holdes thee thus in 
peace, A dog doth ſeldome 
barke againſt thoſe of the fami- 
ly,neither dotha king lift vp his 
{word againſthis loyal ſubieCts; 
bur it rhey rebell againſt him, 
then preſently hee raifeth vp a 
power to ſubdue them : Euen ſo 
thou being one of Sathans fa- 
mily,one of his loyall ſubiects, 
captiued ynder {in and Sathan, 
and at his beck trodoec his will, 
no maruel Sathan holds thee in 
this damnable ſecurity ; where- 


as if thou wereſt a Diſciple of 


Chriſt,and diddeſt belong vnto 
his fold, thou ſhouldeſt bee ſure 
to finde Sathans rage againſt 

thee. 
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thee. Sothart we ſeethat moſk 


men ought to bee ſo farre from | 


ioying in their preſent eſtate, 


| being free from tempration, as 


that it ſhould miniſter vnto the 
great cauſe of feare , that they 
haue not as yet any patt in 
Chriſt. 

Secondly, this may informe 
vs What is like to bee the end of 
choſe that put from them the 


 euill day , that are euer crying, 


Peace, Peace , and neuer thinke 
of this combare that they are ro 
fight with {inne and ſathan, vn- 
tilſuch time as ſathan ſteale vp- 
pon them, as vpon naked fout- 
diers, and ſo deſtroy them both 
body and ſoule. Would God 
ſuch carelefſe and retchlcſle 
ſinners would looke vpon the 
children of this world,& learne 
to bee wiſe betimes. But who 
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ſees not that they in their ge- 
neratio are wiſer then the chil- 
dren of Light? In the time of 
reſt and peace they can trayne 
and muſter, and vic many other 
Martiall exerciſes; And to 
what other end,then to prepare 


themſclues for the battaile,whe 


they muſt to it indeede > Oh 
that we could learne to be wiſe 
by their example, ina greater 


danger then the loſle of our bo-: 


dies are; namely,in the danger 
of the loſle of our ſoules : And 
inthe time of peace and tran- 
quillity, meditate vpon the euil 
rocome. Let vs now take vnto 
vs the hole armor of God,that ſo 
we may beableto reſi ſtin the e- 


 uill day. In all thirgs andart all 


times, let vs watch & ſtand vp- 
pon our guard : when wee eate 
and drinke, take wee heede leſt 

OUT 
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our table become a ſnare vn> 
rovs; when wee are about the 
works of our callings, and exer- 
ciſed about the workes of reli. 
gion,{till, fill muſt we be prepa- 
red forſathan; for in things ne- 
uerſo holy and lawtull in them- 
ſelues, will ſathan ſceke todraw 
vs into ſome ſinne. Oh the dan- 
gers are vnſpeakeable that a 
| poore Chriſtian 1s in every mo- 

ment : and therefore both the 
| Diſciples and every Chriſtian 
had neede to bee pur in minde | 
of this duty of godly prepara- | 
ti0n, | [ 
| Lally, this may ſerue forthe | 
 grear comtorr of thoſe that are | 
' much tempred and fer vpon by | 
fſathan; ler not ſuch bee roo 
| much diſcouraged in rhEſelues, 
'as to call into queſtion Gods 


| louevnto them, becauſe they | 
are | 


—__—_—__—_ —c___ 


——_—_—_ 


| To his Death. 
areſo ſorely buffered by ſathan. 
No, no,it 1s rather an argument 
| of Gods louezforwhom Godlo- | 
ueth moſt, the Diuell haterh 
moſt;zyet in [the meane time. vn- 
till the Lord will deliuer vs, hee | 
hath promiſed that His grace : 
ſhall be ſuffrcrent for vs. So that | 
though ſathan rage, and they 
z | have many infirmities in rhem. 
which humbles them and caſts 
' | them down; yet in the end they | 
[-; ſhall ger a finall victory oucr 
{inne and fathan,and all the ca2- 
mites of their peace. 
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Pray , leff yee enter into temp- | 
Fation, | 


| red what temptation is, & 
| how every Chriſtian ought <9 
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prepare himſelte thereto, Now 
wee are to conſider the meanes 
to beevſed, either to preuent 
temptation before it come, or 
being come, to get out of the 
ſame;and that is here ſaid to bee 
prayer. 

Pray, leſt ye enter,&5c. 

Praier is a remedy againſt ſa- 
thans temptations; and in time 
of temptation a Chriſtian is 
then eſpecially ro vie prayer. 
Weare wana Be this inthat di- 
uine prayer of our Sautour, to 
pray againſt temptation. 
Prayer is a meſſenger ſent vnto 
God forhelpe when a Chriſtian 
is 1n trouble: It is not a meſlen- 
gervnto King Sa/,but vnto the 
King of kings. So then ourin- 
ſtrucion is this : that 

Prayer is a forcible meanes 
againſt temptation. Chriſt co- 


mandesg 


| rempiatid. 
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mandes vs to vſe it,as heere in 
| this place, fo alfo in thatholy 

raycr of his , Leade vs not into 
temptation. This duty was of old 
excellently fer out by the 1/rac- 
lites going to battaile: as the 
peoplewere to go armed and ro | 
fight, ſo the Pricſts were to goe 
with filuer Trumpets and to 
ſound. And this ſounding did 
imply carneſt and hearty praier; 
and the ſuccefle thereot we may 
ſee in thar battaile fought be- 
rwixt the 1/raelttes and the Ama- 
| /zkzts : for while 1oſuahand the 
people were fighting , 2o/cs lif- | 
ting vp his hands ſupported by 
Aaron and Hur , they preuailed 
againſt them : and this was a f1- 
| gure of their inward prayer and 
ſpirituall combare they were to 
fight againſt ſinne and fſarhan. | 
Thisferuent praying vnto God 


—_— 


| 
| 


Num. 10.9 
F 


Exo. 19,9. 


G 2 is | 


Eph. 6.18. 


Chrifts Preparation 
is like the crying in a houſe whe 
theeues haue beler it: for as cry- 
ing will terch thecues away , fo 
prayer doth ſcare fathan away; 
tor by praier there wil ſuch help 
come in that ſathan cannor 
withſtand. 

Prayeris part of that ſpiritu- 
all armor,by the which we with- 
ſtand ſathan. Pray continually, 


— — ——— 


A— 


prayer and the reucrent vſe 
thereof,is it that giues ſtrength 
coour faith and our hope:and I 
rake it'indeed to bea thing im- 
poſſible , that either that Chri- 
ſttan who is diligent in Prayer, 
ſhould be weake in faith or in a- 
| ny grace; orthat grace ſhould 
' abound where there is a neglect 
| of Prayer. Pray,that yee enter not 
| into temptation ſaith Chriſt; here 
| appointing it indeed to bee the 


——— 


ſaith the Apoſtle. This gift of 


onely 


——_ 
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onely remedy againſt temptati- 
| on. Vzz. Bee yee carefull in the 

erformance of this duty; pray, 
oh pray,and ſtill pray vnto God 
to increaſe your faith, to con- 
| found ſathan, that ſo yee may 
withſtand his force and remp- 
tations toſinne, And hence it 
is that one faith well : Pray,and 
finne if thou canſt. Noting in- 
deede what a ſpeciall preſerua- 
tiue prayer is againſt remprtati- 
on. Let vsthenily vnto God 
by prayer for ſtrength and aſſi- 
ſtance, and of this wee (hall bee 
| ſure,cither to haue thetempta- 
tion remooued , or elſe recciue 
| that anſwer made to P:w/; Bree 
content Paul, my grace 7s [ufficient 
for thee. And howſocuer he 
 dath ſeeme vnto vs many times 
not toheare vs, yet farre bee ir 
from vs that wee ſhould call the 


! 
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witches,&c. This ſheweth that | 


-ment of them. Would God 
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truthof his promiſes in queſtion. 
It is alas, the caſe of many, that 
if they bee exerciſed with any 
ſore afflition or temptation, 
haply ar the firſt they will ſuc 
and ſcek vnto the Lord by pray- 
erz but if comfort and deliue- 
rancecomenot by and by, ma- 
ny times they fall oft from ſcc- 
kivg tothe Lord,toſceke to the 
diuell and his inſtruments, to 


they neuer in all rkeir lines Pral- 


| 


ed in faith, they neuer truly be-| 
leeued the promiſes of God, in 
that now in time of neede they 
want al true Chriſtian patience, | 
to wayrte for the accompliſh- 


this were nor the ſtate of the 
children of God themſelues, 
ſometimes ro faile in this duty; 
who, when the Lord dclayes to 

heare 
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| 


| 
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hearethem for ſome ſmall time, 
how ready are they to ſhew 
their impatiency in theſe or the 
like ſpeeches? I haue often cal- 
led vpon God, and made my 
humble ſuire vnto him for com- 
fort,but as yet I findenone; the 
Lord feemeth to hide his face 
from me : Oh whart ſhallI do >» 
This is the complaint of many 
of Gods ſeruants: to which T 
ſay,Aske ſtil, Seeke ſtil,and Knock 
fill , and thou ſhalt bee ſure ar 
the laſtthe Lord wil heare thee: 
A ſtill in prayer, and cal- 

ing vpon his Name , and com- 
fort thy ſelfe with the meditari- 
on of theſe things. 

Firſt,in that the Lord delaies 
ro grant thy requeſt, it 1s not 
alwaies a token of his anger,it {0 
hee giue thee perſcuerance in 


prayer: ifthe Lord giue thee his 


Mat.7.7, 


Maſter EI- 
ton on the 


Coloſlians 


G 4 grace 
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and to call vpon him, that thy 
perſeuerance in prayer,isa more 
excellent gilt &a greater mer- 
cy then the thing it ſclie thai 


| 
| 
| 
| thouprayedit for. 


\ Secondly, in that the Lord 
delayes to grant thy requeſt, it 
| may be, there is in thee fome {11 
| that is nor yet truely repented 
of, And then no marvell the 
Lord hearethce not, inthat thy 
finne hath raiſed vp ſuch a cloud 
betwixt thee and heauen, as 
that thy prayers cannot picrce 
It to come into Gods preſence. 

Thirdly, becauſe the Lords 
delight is to heare vs call vpon 
| hin;and thus kedeferred to an- 


Mar. 15.22 {were the Cananitihh woman in 


the Gofſpell, becauſe he was de- 
| lI!2hrted with her Hawe mercy 09 
»:e O Lord ;heaſor of Dauid.This 


| grace ſti]l ro perſiſt in prayer, 


| 


- "> OS 9 >, 
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was a pleaſing ſacrifice to | 
Chriſt, and becauſe hee tooke 
delight init heewould not pre- 
uent her, but (hee muſt itil] cry 
teſus, teſus. atter him;bur in the 
end. her l<hour was mo! :nvaine 
n the Lord, the had her requeſt 
and deſire. 

And laſtly, the Lord many 
cimes delayes to anhw ere our 
prayers,to this end that we may | 
the better prize that grace wee. 


; pray for: whereas if the Lord | | 


ſhould preſently anfwere our 
requeſts, we ſhould roo lightly ; | 
cſteeme of his heauenly graces. | 
And thus the Lord dealt with ' 
his ſeruant Moſes: -the Lord was | 
purpoſe; to ſpare his people,yer | | 
when 40s prayed tor them, 
the Lord ſeemed not to regard | 
his prayer; nay he ſayth further, 
Let mce alone that my wrath may 
_ 


——_ — 


| 
| 
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Verſe r1- 
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mai hot againſt them, for 1 mi 


conſume them: 

This was to inflame the af- 
fection of AXofes, and to make 
him the more inſtant vnto God 
in prayer; which indeed he was, 
and therefore ſayth: O Lord 
why doth thy wrach wax hot a- 
gainſt thy people, which thou 
haſt brought our of the land of 
Egrpt? Theſe things being wiſe- 
ly conſidered of vs,may ſerue to 
firengthen our faith in Gods 
promiſes, notwithſtanding for a 


time hee may ſeeme not to an- 


ſwerevs. 

And the reaſon which may 
inforcethis duty vpon vs,is,that 
God who hath appointed 
meanes of ſafety and proteion 
againſt Sathan , hee willin no 
wiſe croſle his owne ordinance, 


bur with all care and conſcience 
will | 


ee 
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{ will haue vs to attend vpon | 
' them; withour the reuerent vſe | 
whereof, his! promiſe is not to ' 
prote&t any, no not in proſpe-| 
ring vs in our temporall affaires | 
of this lite : For all things eel 
ſanttified to ws by the word and, 
prayer. And therefore we reade | 
that when J/rae/was to tight a- | San 
' gainſt the Phzl:ſtimes , Samet | 
prayed. The like we ſec in Aſa,/c- 
 ho/aphat, and Hezechrah. Now | 
then if in fighting againſifleſh 
. and blood,Gods ſeruants were | 
ener careful to adde prayer vrito 
other the means they vſed, then 
' how much more ovght weſo to 
| do in our ſpirituall combats a- 

gainſt ſinne and Sathan? Chriſt 
; wiſheth here his Diſciples to 
 pr2y;he praQiſeth the ſame him- 
| ſelfe, in his agony, hee prazeth. 
| And Pau/when hee was buffered |. Corn 
with | 


| 


| 
| 


8 
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with the meſſenger of Sathan, 
prayeth. Sothen remember this, 
that God and his ordinances e- 
uer g£0togither : fo thenſecing 
God will do nothing withour 


 vs,we muſt arme our ſelues and 


fight; & becauſe we can do no- 
thig without Godwe muſt pray. 
The vie of this Do&tine 
ſerues to dire vs how to be- 
hane our ſelues in all our af- 
faires in this life whether th 
concerne {oule or body,namely 
euer to be mindful] to pray vn- 
to God. Pray for armor, pray 
for ſirength, pray for wiſedome, 
pray before the fight, and fight 
& pray;and withour this dury of 


; prayer be performed of vs, no 
good bleffing can be expected. +; 


0 
) 
{ 
i 


B-1t eſpecially when thou art 
ter pted vnto ſinne,cry now vn- 


to the Lord by thy prayers.Art 
| 


thou 


— _— 


| 
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thou rempred? now is thetime 
co pray and tocall for helpe,for | 


| the diuell is about thee. This is 


Chrifts counſell, Pray /e# yee ex- 
ter znto temptation : and this was 
Chriſts practice, He pr.zyea, and 
the Lord fent an Angell from 
heauen to comfort him. Pray, 
oh pray, and it thou wanteſt 
help, the Lord will ſend his An- 
gells vnto thee; Pray,left you en- 
ter into temptation, Oh bleſſed 
counſell of Chriſt, and bleſſed 
are thoſe that follow it/we haue 
other counſell ro this end, the 
which the Spirit of God giues 
vs by hisſeruants the Apoliles; 
as that of 1:»:es, Reſiſ? the drwcll 
and he will fly from jor; a':1d tat 


match,fcr your aduerſary he dint 
like a roring lion goeth 1hout contre 
nally, ſeeking whom te: may de- 


HOUT 


| of the Apofile Petey, Be ſober & 


| 
! 


| 


law.4.7. 


r,Per. 5.8-} 


P[e 2. 


Pro. 38.9. 
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wour, It 15 not for nothing thar 


the Spirit of God is fo earneſt 
with vs to reſiſt Sathansfor Sa- 
than if hee bee reſiſted, hee will 

lay the crauen hee is like rhe 
dunghill cock:or an Iriſh ſouldi- 
our, hee will hardly abide a ſe- 
cond brunr. 

Secondly, ſeeing prayeris ſo 
forceable a meanes to reſiſt Sa- 
than, this ſhewes the moſt wo- 
full and miſerable eſtate in 
which wicked men are, which 
cannot = they arc as a com- 
pany of naked men before a 
band of armed fouldiours; for 
no impenitent, rebellious or 
hard harted ſinner can pray:for 
as Salomon ſaith, He that turneth 
away his eare from hearing the 
Law,euen his prayer ſhalbe abomi- 
zable, Hee wants faith which 
ſhould make his perſon and his 
ſacrifice 
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fcrifice to be acceptable;being 
hardned in his finne,and obey- 
ing not the will of God reuea- 
led inhis word, he cannot with 
any comfort pray for himſelfe: 
nay rather, his prayers when he 
p__ , do rather incenſe the 


ord to further wrath againſt |; 


him. Oh then / let wicked men 
conſider well betime of their 
eſtate how naked they are, and 
how vnable to withſtand Sa- 
than; that ſo they may repent 
and per faith into their ſoules: 
and then they ſhall finde much 
fweetneſle and comfort in pray- 
er, and beearmed with firength 
from aboue againſt ſinne, Sa- 
than, and their owne corrupti- 
Ons. 
And laſt of al,this may ſerue 
forthe great comtort and con- 
ſolation of thoſe which finde a 
| deadneſle 


9%. 
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deadneſſe and dulneſle creeping | 


vpon them in this holy exerciſe 
of prayer. Let not ſuch bee too | 
much diſcouraged in them- 

{clues; if ſo bee they do truely | 
ſiriuve againſt them. Oh / it 1s 
the caſe of many to be too much 

caſt downe and diſcouraged in | 
themſelues,when ſuch a dulneſle | 
& deadnefle creeps vpon them, | 
when they ſhould performe this: 
duty of prayer vnto God. But | 
tell me,doeſt thou ſiriue againſt | 
theſe, art thou difpleaſed with | 
| them 2 and doeſt thou {1gh and | 
grone vnder theſe thy infirmi- , 
ties, anddeſfireſt to bee caſed? | 
This then is thy comfort, that e- | 
ue n thoſe iighes and grones of 


| thine are hearty Prayers vnto | 

| God, and well plealing vnto | 

him. And this wee may fee 
true for our comfort and rejoy- 


fing 
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| the Lord; and har,did not the | 
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| cing herein, by the example of 

ood Hegetbiah who was ſo 
oppreſſed with preefe, that hee | 
faith, Like a tran of ſwallow , ſo Efay 52.14 
aid 1 chatter, I d14 urn? like a | 
done, This was the caſe of this | 
good king and holy ſeruant of 


Lord regard him 2 Yes,this this | 
was an acceptable prayer with | 
the Lord, Fuen fo let this bee ! 
well remembred of vs. Nat the | | 
very ſighs and groanes of our | | 
hearts when we aze ſo fore OP» | 
preſſed that wee cannot pray, 
ſhall bee an acceptable facrifice | | | 
vnto the Lord, and the Lord | _— 
will anſwer them . And ſurely | 
this 1s an exce! lent comfort ro 
bee thought on by all Gods fer- | 
uants, which many times find a | | 
deadneſle and a dul neſfe cree- | | | 
ping vpon them in prayer. It 


H thall \ . | 
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| 
ſhall n neuer hinder Gods blek- 


fing,ſolong as chey are dif. 
pleaſed with ir,and do 


* Ariuc = it, 


YH 
| 
| 


| 


The third Sermon, 


Vursn 41. 


And hee was drawne aſide from 


led downe ana prayed, 


A Hriſt as wee haue 
5 © hard, when heen- 


SY 4 tred into the gar- 
' den,the firſtthing 


— out three of his diſciples, | 
Peter, Tames,and 1hn;and he cal- 
leth them aſide from the teſt, 
to the end that as theſe three 
were witneſſes of his glory, in 


| 


Po 


them about a ſtones caſte knec- | 


b he doth hee chu-\ 


H 2 that | 
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that his glorious Trans figuratz- 
0xvpon mount Fabor when Mo- 
ſes & Elias appeared vnto him, 
Euen ſo the ſame Diſciples 
ſhould be witneſfles of his hum1- 
hation,and of that his maruel- 
lous deie&tion 1n the Garden. 
And 25 before he had inſtructed 
them what they ſhould do, 
namely pray,leſt they enter into 


| 
| 


| 


' temptation; 50 here our Saui- 
| OUT putreth that jm practice 
| which hee had enioyned his dif- 
ciples,he himſclte prayeth. 


{1 The place 


In this verſe | where he praicd 


| 


; Weare tOnote, 2 That hepray- 


' 


3 things: | ed. 
ot his praycr. 


Before wee ſpeake of theſe | 
particulars | 


- 


3 The manner | 


| 


| 
| 


; 
| 
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particulars, it ſhall nor bee 


] 


) 
4-,; 
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miſſe that we obſerue ſomthing 
in generall; and that from this : 


practice and example of our Sa- 


had inſtructed his Diſciples, 
what they ſhould do before tEp- 
tation came, Pray,pr1y,that they 
might not exter 2720 termplation: 
So here he putterh the ſame in 
practice himſelte, being now to 
combare with Sathan, and the 


| heauy wrath of Gad his Father, 


Hee prayeth. 

His example teacheth a moſt 
neceſſary and Chriſtian duty, 
namely, 


Thar all ſuperiours muſt Put 


ioyne their inferiours, leſt that 
bee ſaid of them which was 


| ſometimes faid of the Scribes & 


Pharifies, T»ey b:rzde b. auy bur- 
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H 3 thens, 


| niour, namely that as before he. 
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that in practice which they en- | 29 


ours muſk 
put 1 pra= 
Fife tnat 
they en- 
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thens, and grieuous to be borye, & 
lay them on mens (houlders , but 
they themſelues will not moue them 
with one of ther fingers, Chriſt 
doth not 1o here, but as he had 
carefully admoniſhed his Diſ- 
ciples to the conſcionable vie 
of praycrasa ſpeciall meanes a- [ 
gainſt temptation, ſo' hee here 
utteth the ſame in practice 
himſelfe,beingnow ar this time. 
ro enter combat with Sathan 
and with the.wrath of God his 
Father. And indeed they are 
the beſt teachers that can teach 
from their owne experience,and 
propound themſelues as exam- 
ples to the people to follow. 
It was noſmal commendartions 
torthe Apoſtles to fay,r:/ke as 


yee haue vs for examples. And 


indeed then isa Miniſter or 
Teacher fit to reforme others, | 
when 

- 
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when hee is firſt reformed him- 
ſelfe: for as true loue begins ar 
home, ſo true religion refor- 
meth at home firſt, and alwayes 
conſcionable reformation be- 
ginsat a mans owne heart. This 
is carefully praiſed by good 
king Dauzd, who when hee came 
to his kingdome, firſt of all hee 
reformed his owne perſon, hee 
began there firſt: ſecondly hee 
then began to reforme his 
Court and Family; and thirdly 
the common people. 7 and my 
hoaſe (faith 1oſuah) will ſerue the 
Lord, Theſe and thelike exam- 

les whereof the Scriptures are 
ful},ſerue to confirme thetruth 
of this Doctrine vnto vs,That 
all ſ\uperiours muſt practice that 
themſelues which they exhort 
| others vnto. Eſpecially the Mi- 
niſter,hee muſt bee more then a 
M4 Preachet 


| 


; 
q 
{ 
| 


| 
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Preacher, he muſt be a doer al- 
: {o,a guide,a good man,nor only 
a direCter,but a guide alſo ro go 
before; fingular holinefle mult 
| bewritten in their forheads, & 
there muſt be (peciall graces un | 
their hearts. It behoues them 


ax 68S 


| not onely to haue about them 
| Aarons bels to found, but alſo 
' che fweete ſmell of pomegra- 

nates,that ſo their litc aſwell as 
' their Doctrine may preach vn- 
to the people : for when this 1s 
wanting in a Teacher, how can 
Gods woike go forward, when 

as they pull downe as faſt with 
| the one hand as they build with 
the other? And their Doctrine 


| which may fave others, the 


Lord will one day bring itin as 
| a bil of inditement againſt the. 
| And this curſe indeed is vpon 
' zuch hypocrites,that ſeeinggthey 


— — — 


| 


perecmme 
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| 
| percciue not , and _—_ the 
| word of truth to others , they 

| heare it not themſelues. And 


their door e (hall be ,O thou WC * 


| ked ſerurnt,cu of Fl own mouth. 
th: » ſhalt be z4dged, And againe, 


dinince into thy mouth ſt 71g thou 
' | hateft ra bee reformed? | nis ſhall. 
| bee the Lerds plea ovainſt the | 
| wicked at the laſt 1c Fement. 


| 


| 


| ' And againe , thar ot the res | | 


{tie Pa: "OY, - mou that teacheſt ance \ 
ther  doeff thou not teich thy ſelfe ? | 
| Miniſters they are the Lords 
ſtewards. Now a ſteward indi- 
 triburing vnto others, doth 

| withall partake himſelfe of rhe 
ſame. Their Doctrines,Inſtructi- 


ons, muſt be {uch,as that in cue- 
| | ry one of them they rhemiclues 


| | may haue ſhare, and chat they 
| ({hew 
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ſhew rthemſelues forward in 
ſuch duties whereunto they ex- 
hort others;otherwiſe,they ſhal 
proue but like Noahs carpen- 
ters which framed an Arke for 
others , by which they were ſa- 
ued, but periſhed themſelues. It 
istrue indeed, thatmen ought 
eſpecially to looke vnto the do- 
arine of their Miniſters; forif 
they teach well, that is the hea- 
rers; andif they liue well,jit is 
rheirowne : ſo that they ought 
totake that which belongs vn- 
trothem; namely, wholſome 
dodtrine,and leaue vnto the Mi- 
niſter that which is his,his god- 
lylife. But who ſeethnot that 
examples moue more then pre- 
cepts?And men are too to00 rea- 
dy to pry intothe life of their 
Miniſter : ſo that his care ought 
to be ſo much the greater, that 
there 
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ſee in the fourth Commande- | 


hs To his Death. 


Pr—— 


there may bee an happy harmo- 
ny betwixt his do&trine and his 
life : and then ſhall his exhorta- | 
tions leauea notable impreſſion 
in the hearts of his hearers, whe 
hee himſelte doth practiſe that 
he teacherh others. 

The Reaſons of this point are | 
theſe. 


— —— 


mandement, that euery man doe 
anſwer the truſt the Lord hath 


repoſed in them. Now then we | 


ment,that all ſuperiours are firſt 
of all themſelues to ſanEtifie the 
Sabbath,and to feare the Lord: 
and then they are to ſec that all 
that are vnder them doe the 
{ſame likewiſe. And indeede, | 
whence are the diſorders of fo | 
many amongſt vs? Came it not 
co paſſe through Superiours, | 

that | 


Firſt, becauſe it is Gods com- | Reaf. o 
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that they theſcluesgiue no beter 

example,burtare vnreformed, 
Secondly, it is the greateſt 

ornament, and that which moſt 


commends a Miniſter of Chriſt, | 
in regard of the execution of his | 


office, that hee himſelfe praGti- 
ſeth that which hee teacheth o- 
rhers. Surely it is the greateſt 
prayſe that can be giuen to any, 
that a Miniſter himſelfe do per- 
forme the duty of praier,and all 
| other the duties of faith, repen- 
tance, & obedience,vnto which 
he exhorceth others. This is it 
that ſetteth an edge vnto his 
Dodcrine, when he himſelfe 


makes a conſ{cionablevſe there- 


u—_— 


of, This (faith Pau!) zs required 


of 4 Steward , that hve bee found 
| f\ithfull; that is , ſorovle his 


. Fa" £ beſtowed on him, to che 
| belt aduantage of gaining glory 
| ro 


\ 
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ro Chriſt, & of good to his peo- 
ple: and that cheefly inthe per- 
tormance of ſuch duties as con- 
cerne himſelfe, hee doth anſwer 
that truſt char is repoſed in him. 
Theſe things night bee further 
food on , bur let this ſuffice at 
this preſent : wee will anſwer a 
queſtion which might ariſc out 
of this docrine, and then pro- 
ceede to the vſes. 

Obiec?, Whether may anvn- 


| Tegenerate Miniſter ſaue and 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


conuert a man, ſeeing his lite 
doth not anſwer his doctrine ? 

I mooue this queſtion the ra- 
ther, becauſe many can ſcarce 
bee perſwaded to heare ſuch 
whoſe lives are ſcandalous, and 


| practiſe not what they teach. 


In reſoluing this doubr, itis far 
from mee ro confirme any in an 
euill courſe that arc of the Mi- 


niftery, 


Cm. 
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niſtery,which make knowne vn- 
ro othersthe way to heauen , & 
yet themſclues will not walke 
therein, Yet I know no reſtraint 
in the Scripture why they may 
not bee meanes of conuerſion 
and of much good vnto others; 
and my reaſons are, 

Firſt, the praiſe of a mans 
conuerſion muſt wholly bee af- 
cribed vnto God, andnot vnto 
man:wheras this conceit would 
much aſcribe it vnto man. The 
bleſſing which Chriſt hath pro- 
miſed ſhall accopany his word, 
Sacraments and holyDof&trine, 
dependeth not vpon the perſon 
of the Miniſter, but on the ordi- 
nance of Iefus Chriſty neither 
inthemſelues are the worſe in a 
bad mans hands, no-morethen 
atrue mans peece of gold in the 
hand of a thecfe. . Wee muſt 


not 


HR 
— 
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not have the DoGtrine of our 
Lord Ieſus Chriſt in reſpect of 
perſons, forthe ſpotted lite of 
the Miniſter. But ifhe {it in 240- 
ſes chaire (bee hee Phariſie, bee 
hee Hypoctite) hee mult bee 
heard. 

Secondly, that ſpeech of the 
Apoſtle ſerues to inſtruct vs 
herein; who ſeeing many falſe 
Apoſtles to teach , not purely 
bur of enuy and pride,di{dained 
them nor ,but ſaid, 7 rezoyce that 
Chriſt Telus is preached any man- 


| er of way, Hee knew that if 


Chriſt Iefus were preached, l5c 
would lay hold on Chriſt, and 
bee called out of the eſtateof 
Heatheniſme and Gentiliſme; and 
though they did nor profit the- 
ſelues, yer they might be the in- 


firumets of much good in God 
| Church. - - _—_—_— 


4 Third- 
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Phil.1.15. 
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| 


—kw ww... a. 


r1.Cor.3.5. 
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. ned 1n their {innes,beeing coue- 
tous men , proud, wicked and 


v1 
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| Thirdly , the Miniſtery of the 
word 1s Gods owne ordinance, 
and the power of it ſtands not 
in the worth of the meſſenger, 


bur 1 12 the work of his own Spi- | | 


Paul may plant, Apollos may 
water, but God giueth the tncreaſe. 
Theblefling that muſt accom- 
pany preaching 15 not giuen to 
man, bur the Lord hath reſerued 
that to himſelfe, and will make 
the ſame cffectuall vnto whom | 
he will, As weſee : Let there be. 
neuer ſo painefull and conſcio- | 
nable a Miniſter in a place, that 
preacheth the word neuer ſo 
purely and diligently, yer all are 
not conuerted vnder him; ſome | 
remaine ſtil] obdurare "aF; hard- | 
| 
prophane ; as eucr before. How | 
comes this to paſſe? The Mt. 
nifter | | 


| 


| | 
| 
| 


| 


i 


ftiiſter hee deliners the word in- 
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difterently alike vnto all, hee 
pau forall, and deſires the 
aluation of all: bur here it 1s; 


the Lord hath nor yet {truck the 


— 


ſtroke, hee hath nor ſaid to the | 
hearts and eares of thoſe men. 
Ephata;,Beyou opened : and vn- 
til chart time he reapes no bene- 
fire by the word. So that if tne 
word be purely r2ught,look not 
ſo much vnco the worthineſle of | 
rhe meſtenger that brings it, but 
vnto God,who alone can make 
the ſame effeCtuall. Suppoſe 
the Prince ſhould grant his par- 
don toa condeinned perſon; if | 
hee ſhould ſend it by the hands 
of the verieſt miſcreant in his | 
Kingdome, TI hope the guilry 

perſon would not refuſe it. And 

what were hee that lay atthe 


point of death ready to ſtarue. 
I that 
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that would refufe meat though 
it were brought him in a foule | 
platter? This caſe i5 the like,ler- 
ting vs fee that the word in it 
ſclte is not made worſe by his 
vnworth:inefle who brings it. 

Fourthly and laſtly, if the 
Preaching of the word by vnte- 
ur; men were alwaies vn- 

ruittull and vnprofitable, why 
doth the Lord command vs to 
heare them, which we arc com- 
manrded ro doe ſo long as they 
fit in 2ofes chaire?Surely cuen 
rheir words ſhall not returnein 
vaine.,as the Prophet ſaith, but | 
it ſhall accompliſh that worke 
whereunto ir is ſent,namely to 
bethe {ſweet fauour of life vnto 
lite vnto ſome; and vnto others 
the wofull fauour of dcath vn- 
£0 death. : 
The vſes follow. 


— 


This 
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| themſelues which they enioyne 


, 
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| This ſhewes in the farſt place 


what great neede there is thar 
the worke of SanQification 
ſhould be truely wrovght in the 
hearts of all Superiours,eſpeci- 
ally of thoſe ofthe Miniſtery, 
that ſo they might make con- 
ſcience of practiſing that in' 


others. Surely this would mar- 
vellouſly preuaile with men, e- 
fpecially in our apiſh age,whcre- 
in men commonly follow ex- 
ample more then precept. And 
without this there can bee no 
true comfort; they may ſpeake 
of great points of religion, of 


| 


| 


the eſtate of Gods children,8& | 
of the caſes of confcience: bur | 
without any cetitainty 1n their 
owne hearts of the things they 
ſpeak,or conifort in themſclues. 
And Gods ordinance by our 


T3 _ weakneſle 
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| doctrine thelefle welcome. This | | 
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weakneſſein ſuch a mans Mini- 
ſtery,is the weakervntovs., The 
wickedneſſle of Elzes ſons will 
make the Lords offering to bee 
abhorred of the people. And 
ſurely hence it is that the diuell 
labourethſfo mightily to ſlander 
the perſon of the moſt faithtull 
Miniſters of Chriſt;and that to 
this cnd, that their perſons be- 
ing contemned, their Doctrine 
might bee condemned:and for 
this cauſe is he called, az accuſer 
of the brethrey; And thus hee 
hath ever ſhewed himſelfe an 
enemy io the Goſpell : either 


| Chriſts Diſciples waſh nor, or 


faſt nor; or Ciriit himſelfe is a 
good companion, #ohp Baptiſt 
roo auſtere & preciſe : ſomerub 
or other Sathan will be ſure to 
caſt 1a the way to make their 


chen | 


—} 
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then ſhould Rirre vp \ all Gods 
faichfull Miniſters ro labour for 
SanGification , and to beecuer 


forward in the performance of | 


thoſe duties which they enioyne 
others. 


Secondly, this may teach vs /7* 2+ 
{| how to know a true profeſſor: 


not to deeme hin as heappea- 


| reth abroad, but eſpecially look 


how he walkerh 1n che middeſi 
of his houſe. See whether his 
houſe be a C hurch as Phzleznons 
was; and whether his walking 
dork anſwer his profeſſion. This 
will difcouer what is in man: 
many haue an ecxellent git to | 
exhort and to teach others , yet | 
they themſclues liue licentiouſ- | 


ly : an argument they are not. | 


{ound at heart. 
Laſtly,let all Miniſters Ss 0- 
ther Superiours know the duc : 


I 3 
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ſeaſon of this weighty dury tc to 
reach and exhort others, when 
he hath done with himſelfe: Be- 
gin not with orhers till thou 
haſt done with thy ſelfe; for 
then thou ſhalt rhe better ſce 
the moate in thy Brothers eye. 


| This will make a man wiſc 
| how hee dealerh with other 


| mens ſinnes ,when heehath had 
firſt experience in himſelfe, how 
and after what manner (in was 
morrified rhere. Many haue 
taken great paines to reforme 
their wiues,children, ſeruants & 
thoſe that are ende them; bur 


| their labor hath bin fruitleſle;& 


that becauſe rhey neuerdeal]t in 
good earneſt with themſelues: 

for the godly,confcionable,reli- 
gious, and vprighrt walking of 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters , Parents, 


| and Maiſters, dorh more pre- 
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uaile with their inferiours then 
cheir precepts: can. And there- 
fore Paul chargeth Timothy that 
his conuerſation might beean 
example vnto thoſe that were 
vnder him,of loue,faith,purity, 


himſelfe robe an example vnto 
Timothy, And thus much in ge- 
neral from this text, our Sauior 
hiſelte doch practice that which 
he enioyneth his diſciples. 


And he was drawne a fide from 
them, about a ſtones caſt, 


BY rake notice of, is, the 
place where Chriſti prayed, it is 
ſaid here, Hee was drawne from 
them about a ſtones caſt, Hee was 


&c. Euecn as hehad betore ſer | 


He firſt thing that wee are | 


| 


T 
The place. | 
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halls and drawne as it were. b 
force, cuen againſt bis will .hee 


was drawnefi irom them : :that 3 1s, } 


from thole three Diſciples, of 


whom hee thought ro hauc had. 


Chriſt was : 


reſent comforrt. 


haled by violence away-ſrom | 
| Peter I4mes, & hn ven againſt - 


his will, being very loath to bce 
pulled from them ;- for hee did 
think at this time to haue com- 


| tort by them. 


Men introubles and rem ;pta- 
tions are loth to depart from 
thoſe by whom they haue com- 
fort. And thus was our Saviour 
veryloath to depart from theſe 
rlirce Diſciples, as from them 
from whom he expected at this 
time {ingular comfort : but yet 
it is ſaid here, he w as taken _ 
them. 


vw hence we may obferuerhe 
hickle 


—SS- ——OCO_—_ 
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fickle eſtate of al worldly things 
Chriſt expected great comfort 
from rheſe Diſciples, againſt 
the tediouſneſſle of Sathans 
temptations, and againſt rhe 
perplexities oi his owne Soule, 
when as ce did conſider how | 
happy he thold berohaue theſe | 
his beloved Diſciples at hand, 
to comfort him in the middeſt | 
ofall. And now beho!d, that ' 
Chriſt becing atthe very point 
ro enter into his agony, and to 
combate with Sathan, and the 
wrath of his angry Father, he is 
armne aſide from them, From 
whence we obſerue a profitable 
docrine for ourpreſcnt inſtru- } 
&1on. Thar, 

 Worldly hopes they quickly 
vaniſh away, and when we look 
to haue moſt cofort in the, then 
they are gone, It istruc indeed, 


Chriſt | 


IZI 
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hopes de- 
ccipttull. 
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Chriſt knew before-hand whar 
wold come to paſle,being God: 
bur as hee was Chriſt, thar is, 
Godand man, hee had the qua- 
lities of a humane body.and the 
ſcucrall paſſions belonging to 
the ſame. 

And therefore it 1s ſaid, thar 
whilſt he lined here, hehungred 
and thirſted,and wept;zand here 
deſired ſome comfort from his 
diſciples inthe time of rempra- 
tion: the things manifeſt , that 
he was true man,as he was God. 
But what, hath he any comfarr 
from them ? No for it 1s ſayde 


| of Anack, Gyants of the carth? 
| that | 


—_ << tM1ah — r_m—_ 


heere,thar at that time hee was 
haled and pulled away from 
them. God doth fruſtrate our 
hope in worldly things. What 
did it profit the Canzanttes that 
they had amongſt them the ſons 
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that ſuch dwelt amongſt he | 
of whom the ſpies that went to s 
ſearch Canzan, brought newes / 
of: we haue ſc Lol the ſonnes of A- 
nack there? they were all deſtroy- 


loſua 11. 
They ard their Dew. 3. 


Ces, and not _ Anakin left i 1 | 
the Mountaines of Indah, 1nd Iſra- | 


ce. YVVe readeof og rhe King | 


of Baſan, the onely remnant of | 
thoſe Gyans, that his bed was 
a bed of iron, the lengrh of it. 
nine cubits, the breadth of i ir; 
foure cubits after the cubir of a | 
man. Yerhow often doth the | | 


 Pfalmiſt ſing? He hath ain migh- 
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ty Kings, Sehon King of the Amo- | 
rites, gf" Og the King of Baſan? | 

Whacr did ir profit the philiſtms | | 
that the monſter Go/z1h was a- | 
monglt the? And what though | 


rhe ſtaffe of his Speare were like , $a. 19. 


3 Weauers beame? He was ſmit- | 


— —— 
RE ——.—————— ISIS oo > CD ——_—_n_on  ——_———_—_ 
— ——_— _— 


| Luke 12. 


COT FTI INES I OT emma 


| hriſts Preparation 


—— ———  <— 


ten euen by a child in compari- 
ſon of himſelte,comming out a- 


herds ſtafte,a fling in his hand, 
and a few ſmovrh ſtones in his 
{crip,comming out againſt him 
in the name of the Lord How did 
the rich miſer in the Goſpell 
doare vpon his riches,& hauing 
filled his barnes and his coffers 
{aid to his ſoule. $oule eate drink, 
42d be merry,thou haſt much goods 
 laydop for miny yeares? but what, 
did hee finde them to bee ſuch 
matter ofioy and comfort as he 
hoped they would ? Surely no: 
his truſt in them decezued him, 
for ſuddenly was he taken from 


rheſe worldly things/and oh the 
vaniry of thoſe mea that vexe 
themſelues with hope of thoſe 


things they ſhall neuer haue / 
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aint him onely with a ſhep- 


| 


them. Oh the vncertainty of 


Thou | 


x 


4 
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| Thout mayeſt lookand hope for 
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great things,bur take heed rhou |} 
cruſt not to them:one hopes for 
one thing. & another hopes for 
another;bur it we truſt ro them, 
they many times prote bur a 
broken ſtafte, they will decciue 
vsinthecnd.Chriſt might haue 
had as much reaſon to hope tor 
ſome comfort at this time from 
his diſciples, as any man living 
of any carthly thing: yet wee ſee 
how quickly this hope wasdaſht 
He is pulled away from thrm.It is 
wiſedome then to hope for ſuch 
things as wee may haue,and to 
ground our hope vpon ſuch a 
foundation as cannot faile. 
This may ſerue to admoniſh 
all Gods ſeruants, ro reſt 
onely vpon God and to make 
him their refuge, and that they 
learneto faſten their hearts on 
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fuch things as the cie ſeethnorz 
and not to truft on any carnall } 
and carthly things which are 
decciptfull: oh far be it from vs 
that wee ſhould put our confi- 
dence in an arme of fleſh, bur e- 
uer to reſt vpon God, and to 
belecue vndoubredly, that a/ 
things ſhall work to the beſt to them 
that loueGod.liwe keep our {elues 
within our calling, the Lord wil 
then carry vs through all temp- 
tations and troubles whartfoe- 
uer;but yer if he do not, but that” 
| it ſhall be more for his glory & 
our good, thar afflitions and 
temptations lye vpon vs,yet we 
ſhall then haue much oy in our 
ſuffering: far be it from vs ro vic 
any indirect & vnlawtul meanes 
ro come out; or viing lawtull 
means ,' that wee truſt trothem 
which wil deceiue vs, & the our 
= 
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hope ſhall periſh : bur ever truſt 
in God who will bee a tower of 
defece intime of need. Thisthe 
Propher vrgeth and exhorteth 
vnto: Put pt your truſt in prixces, 


| 07 7n any childof man,erc, And 


again,truſt in him alwazs,ye people, 
pour out your harts before him, &+c. 

True it 1s, wee are not to re- 
fuſe good meanes offered and 
afforded of God vnto vs, but we 
are bound to vſe them as bleſ- 
ſings and inſtruments vouchſa- 
fed vnto vs of God for our 
comfort;but take wee heed that 


; We truſt not too much vnto the 


creature,bur reſt wholy vpo the 
Creator,in whom we muſt con- 


| feſle is the powerto help. And 


| 
| 


j 


{ore as1 take it, one maine cauſe 


| why God oftentimes blefſerh 


not good meanes vnto-vs.is be- 
cauſe we truſt in them,robbing 
Cod 
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God ofhis glory, not wayting 
for a bleſling at his ln.” G 
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And he kneeled downe and prayed ; 
"Hriſt as wee haue heard, had 


he expeted comfort from 
his diſciples, at this time he 


from them, and pray he doth a- 
lone. 
The children of God are 


compelled ſomerimes to pray in 


Efay 38. 2. ſecret, as good Hezecchiah aid, 


who turned his face to the wall, 
and there powred out his ſoule 
vnto God, And tiis wee may 
| behold in the Prophet Dara, 
| who being in great trouble and 
| anguiſh of heart, prayed vnto 
| God ſecretly. Yea it is the com- 
mandeinent of Chriſt himſelte: 
when | 


had found none : but istaken| | 


—_— Hm tn th. FY 


To his Detth. 
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when thou prayeſt enter into thy 
chamber, and when thou haſt ſhut 
the doore 5s pray Vml0 1 hy Father 
which is im ſecret; and thy Father 
which ſeeth in ſecret ſhall reward 
thee openly:and indeed,in a ſecret 
place a man at times may pray 
better and mbreefleQually then 
in ſome publike places; for in 
publike places men are to vie 


geſtures: EE. 
But heeauſe men many times 
muſt of neceſhty vie extraordi- 
nary means in praying, they are 
therfore vrged to berake them- 
ſelues ro ſome ſeeret place, that 


publican did; and caft them- 
ſelues grouclling, as Chriſt c1d ; 
that ſo he might make rhe more 


$ = 


4 aſteRi- 


| 


| decent comlineſle,and ordinary 


| 


) 


there they may euen break their | 
hearts, weepe birrerly, as Peter |,,. 

© 2 ; ; . A1A2t.2 7% 
| did ; knock their breaſts, as the 


Luke 18.13 


{ 
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pI 


On nil 


affe&tionate complaint vnrto his | 

Father. So that Chriſts example 

| heredoth ſerue for a dire&tion to 

| all thar are in trouble, affliction, 

| or any calamity wharſocuer. 

| Firſt, a man in trouble is to 

| 109. vic good men to comfort him. 

| Secondly, ithe findenocom- 

fort by them, hee is (beſide his 

publik deuorion in the Church) 

 toPray alone allo. | 

; Iris then bur a vaineand fond 

| | opinion of men, which thinke 

4... that prayeris onely to be made 

wy in the Church, as though God 

. had onely bound himſelfe to be 
ol preſent there; and fo would 

ly make the Churchro be a more 

1 holy place for praier then any 

| elſe. Burt indeede, there is no 

Jp | difference of place in reſpe& of 

k Gods preſence. Indeede once | 

| Jeruſalem had Gods Temple, 

| where, 


— — 


—_— —_S 
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where he had promiſed i ina ſve De 


ciall manner tobe preſent; and 
| S/ozz was the”Lords hill : But 
now cuery Temple is Jeruſalem, 
and euery hill is $0, Yea, the 
| Lord is nigh 'toall char call vp- 
pon him, and that ſeeke him in 


of place 1 in reſpe& of Gods Pre- | 


ſence » 1s now raken away; ſo 


Pure hards unto God without doub- 
17#8. 

Now followes the ſecond 
point : that Chriſt did pray in 
| his tempration. 

Chriſt as hee 1s the eternall 
 {ubſtice of the Father, he praies 
| nor, bur as hec hath made him- 

 ſelfe lower then God,by taking 
, on him the forme of a ſeruant, 
| and becamelike vntoman, in 
| being \ubje& to many :paitions, 

=. 2 and 


— 


Ht, 
SE —— 


fpirit & in truth : the difference | 


that 21 all plates men may lift vp | 


3 I31 


ee a ewne—e—s 


| I, Tim. 2.8 


2oP0mt. 
| har 
Chriſt did 


| 


| 


pray. 
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Doetr.3. 
Praycr a 
remedy 
for al (ores 


| 


 Chritt to” pray. From whence 


and afflitions, and ſo debaſing 
himfelfe of his owne accord, is 
lefle then his father;and:fo muſt 
pray for thoſe things hee ſtood 
mneede of. Now was he hum- 
bled with our infirmities ; with 
hunger, thirſt, wearineſſe, with 
reaching and preaching, wirh 
{landers, and vile reports of the 
wicked : he was humbled with 
this flander, that he was ancene- 
my to Magtſtracie; a drunkard, 
and with many reproches of his. 
kindred : and now the time of 
his \uffering is at hand,& there- 


fore now is the fitteſt time for 


we learnc a notable inſtruction: 

namely, 7 =—_ . 

_ Thar in all troubles Chriſti- 

ans are to reſort vnto God by. 

py : Chriſts owne example 
ere doth commend this duty 

vnto | 


—_—y ©. ARR m——_—{_ 
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vnto vs;being now to enter into 
that bitter agony of his,he doth 


| firſt of all commend himſelfe 


vnto God his Father by humble 
and hearty prayer. And thus 
are wee commanded to call vp- 
pon Godin our troubles, and 


are aſſured thereby that God 


| will heare vs. Ca/ vpor me ((aith 


God ) in the Day of thy trouble, 
and I will heare and deliucy thee. 


Thus men are called of God 


{ro vnlade and disburden all 


their cares into the boſome of 
God, and arc taught tolooke 


And in the conſcionablec Pcr- 


ly and godly ſeruancs of Chriſt 


{ Ieſus haue gone before vs. This 


was the conſiant practiſe of D4- 
ud, who in all his troubles had 


recourſe vnto God by praier, 
K when 


Az 


J 


Plal5o 15, 


o 


for comfort from him alone. ! 


8 


formance of this dury,al the ho- ! 


( 


| 
| 


j 


Pral.6 
Pſ.38. 
Plaime + 


| 
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| 


| 
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Nche. 5.9. 


| 


t34 | 


| what ſucceſle had Chriſt at this 
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when Gods iud gementwas gon 
out againſt his people for his 
{inne,he prayed then. When he 


— 


—— 


| was ſicke pf the plague, he prai- 


ed : when he was perſecuted by 
Saul he prayed. And did not the 
Lord deale mercitully with Da- 
uid in all his troubles, when hee 
cried and called vpon him?And 


time in this praicr of his> Did 
net his Father ſend an Angel to 
comfort him? And this was the 
godly practice of good King He- 
zcchtah, when Jeruſalemwas be- 
ſieged, how earneſtly did he ſue | 
vnto the Lord for his people? 
ſaying: Now therefore O Lord 
our God, Tbeſeech thee faue Vs out 
of his hand ghat all the Kingaomes 
of the earth may know tht thou O | 
Lordart oncly God, What ſhall I | 
ſay of good Nehermtah, of Darrel | 

and | 


——— 
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— 
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| & thelike. Wefinde many wor. | 


I 


| this doth the holy Apoſtle de- 


thy examples both in the old | 
and new Teſtament, which in 
time of rempration, affliction 
and calamity haue euer fled vn- 
tothe Lord by harty prayer,and 
they haue cuer found ſuccor 
with him, and hee hath bene a 
Tower of defence in time of need. 
And certainely if we conſider 
well the reaſons, they are very 
eficCtuall to inforce this dury 
vpon vs. 

As firſt of all the gracious 
promiſe of almighty God him- 
ſelte, who hath promiſed mer- 
citully to hearevs & to help vs, 
in all our troubles: Ca vpox 
me inthe day of trouble and twill | 
heare thee axd deliuer thee, And 


—— 


Clare when he ſaith © This zs the 


K 4 zf | 


| aſſurance that we haue in him, that | 


0 


Luke 9, 


Rea.T. 


Pſa.50.15, 


mm. 
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if we aske any thing according to 
his will he heareth vs : and if wee 


| know that hee heareth « Vs, Ot. 


So that wee haue great 'incou- 
ragement to go viito him; ha- 


 uing this aſſurance, let hs not 


then be wauering & doubrfull, 
but by faith beleeue that God 
will hearevs and grant our re- 
gticeſts\ which we put vp v arohim 
according to his will andword. 


Secondly, it the Lord ſhould 


| deny vs helpe, to whom then 


(hould wee fly for ſuccor?Ir is 
God alonethart muſt deliver our 
ſoule from death,our eyes from 
tcares & our ſeere from falling; 
andif the Lord (hould deny to 
ſuccor vs, who ſhould ſavic? It 
15in vaine to fue cither to men 
or Angels, it the Lord be once 
offended with vs,and his wrath 
bee once gone out againſt vs. 


= 


Tru ſ} | 
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T: ruſt rot in Princes., there i5 no 


way yee 27 6 God rs our hope, | 
a preſent help in time of trouble, 
How many ſought vnto our 
bleſſed Sauiour In the dayes of | 
his infirmity ro be cured! 
ofhim, and who went from 

him diſeaſed and was not cu- 

red> Andishis powe ſhortned 

being now glorified with his Fa- | 
ther,or doth he want loue and | 
will co helpe? Oh/ far beit from ! 


 —<-—a 


vs ſoro thinke, ſecing thathee | 
is more ready to heare vs then | 
we can be to pray vnto him. So 
then hauing his gracious pro- 
mile, that if wee' will ſeckevnto 
him in time of our trouble,hee 
will deliuer vs;as alſoſcing none 
orher can ſtand vs in ſtead with- 
out him, it is then cleare that | 
intime of tEptation, affliction, 

| OT 
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help in them: But truſt in him al- pf. 63.8.9, | 
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or trouble whatſocuer,we muſt 
euer fly vnto him,as our Sauiour 
doth here. | 

The vſes are neceflary and 
ſcrue, | 

Firſt,for reproofe vnto thoſe 
that leaue this liuing fountaine 
of comfort,and ſeeke in time of 
extremity vnto men; nay which 
is worſe, vnto the diuell,vnto 
witches, which are the lims of 
the divell: they think that there 
isnot a God n ///ae/;and there- 
forethey run to Baa/zebyb. Bur 
the wich and the witch-haun- 
ters what are they but the lims 
of ſathan? Certainly the diuel! 
hath thus poſleſled many , and 
the feare of the Lord hath ta- 


ken no place in their hearts. But | 


learne, © learne, to put away 
theſe vanities,& run vato God, 


and pray, howle and cry for thy 


ſinnes | 


——_— —_ —_—_—— 
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thy miſcries. 

And herein doe the Papiſts 
highly diſhonour God,and de- 
celue themſelues, that run to 
Saints and Angells, from the 
Creator who is bleſled tor euer, 
vnto the creature that cannot 
help : Whom haze 1 (faitin Dauzd) 
but thee? And 1 ae fire 202C 1H 
| earth with thee, The Prophet 


| hauing had experience of ma-. 


' ny troubles, and alſo of maruel- 
lous deliuerances trom time to 
time, doth cuer attribute the 
ſame vnto God, & ſends vs vnto 
| him in the time of trouble. A- 
way then with all Popith traſh, 
and know we to whom wee mult 
direct our prayers,and that isto 
| God alone in the name and me- 
diation of Iefus Chriſt: in him 
| wee beleeue, to him wee muſt 


pray, , 


ſins; for they bethe cauſe of all 


— 
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| Inſtruct. 
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| 
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pray; and therefore Paul doth: 
toyne prayer and faithtogither: 
How ſhall they cal on him gn whom 
they haue not beleeued? But wee 


| areto belecue in Godalone, & 


ſo arc to dire our prayers like- 
wiſe to him:and as tor Saints & 
Angels, they know not our 
thoughts,they ſee not our beha- 
uiour, they heare not our pray- 
ers;& therefore let vs renounce 
all comfort and confidence in 
them, and cuer pray vnto him 
who is the God of all comfort 
and Farther of all conſolation. 

_ Secondly , this ſerues for the 
great comfort and conſolation 
of Gods children,that the Lord 
' will not leaue them in their 
| troubles without comfort. For 
| what, doth the Lord heerere- 
' quire vs to come vnto him in 
; rime of trouble, and hath pro- 
miſed 


anc . *dion,s a0 
—_——y — 
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miſed to help vs, and what will 
he deceive vs?Oh no,hewill not 
ſend vs away empty; neuer any 
ſought rhe Lord by humble & 
hearty prayer, that departed a- 
way aſhamed and confounded. 
And therefore let Sathan neuer 
| ſo ſoreaſlaulr vs,and ler his cur- 
ſed inſtruments ſeeme' to pre- 
vaile and to inſult oner vs, yet 
they can neuer rob vs of this 
| treaſure our comfort in Gods 
promiſes, our hopein his mer- 
cies and that affiance we hauein 
| him,but that in the midſt of all 
our troubles we may go to God 
in prayer, and haue this afſu- 
rance from him,that weſbal be 
heard. Bart of this before, 


hy ES 


And he kneeled dome aud prayed, 


| 


— 
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ZePotnt. 
The man- 


| ner of 


Chriſts 
prayer. 
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Efay 52.5: 
| 


| 
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IN theſe words is ſet down the 
| manner of his praying. Mathew 
and Marke tell vs,that it was no 


! ordinary manner of praying, no 
common kneeling, bur thar hee 


| 


fell downe flat vpon his face 
grouelling , and that three. 
Limes. | 
The cauſe of this was not in | 
| Chriſt himſelfe; no,he was ſpot- 
lefle withour ſin, and therefore 
| called The zuſt oe : he perfectly, 
fulfilled the Law in the rigor 


'not in him that might bring 
him to ſuch a meaſure of humi- 
liation.Bur as the prophet ſaith, 
| He was wounded for our tranſgref- 
| ſions fe was broken for our intqui- | 
| tees , the chaſtiſement of our peace 

Was VP0n him.and by his ſtripes we | 
are healed.It was the ſinnes of all 


the world that brought Chriſt | 


4 
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thereof; and therefore it was 


thus | 


OCLC 


| Father,if hee fell _—_ his face: 


—__. 
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thus tocaſthimſelfe grouelling | 


vponthe carth. | 
And no maruell ; although 
he had no ſinne, yet having the | 
{innes of the whole world layde 
vpon him, and the wrath of his 


for the burthen o any one ſ{inne | 
were enough to preſſe down the 


{inner to the very bottom of hel. | 


It was then our ſinnes,our ſwea- | 
ring, our vncleanneſle, our op- 
preſſion,drunkenneſle,pride,&c. 
that made Chriſt thus to fall 
downe vpontheearth. Ve ſee 
then that our ſinnes are no gi- 
bing matters : behold here th 

made Chriſt to fal down groue- 
ling flat vpon his face, and ſball 
wee make no account of them ? 
If finne were of ſo ſmall a recko- | 
ning, andſolight a matter, as 


5» | 
many difſolute ſinners, and vile 


{finners | 


-F 
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ſinners do make it tobee> Oh 
then ! why did the bleſſed Son 
of God fo. tremble and feare? | 
and why did hee caſt himſelfe 
vpon the carth in ſuch an ab- 
ieted manner, lying vpon the 
| earth grouelling,& pray > Why 
did his pores ſweate? why was 
his ſoule ſo perplexed with ſuch 
| a bitter agony? was it not for vs 
and our ſakes, to free vs from 
hell and death? Oh then ! let 
Vs conſider our caſe in his : and 
now that we ſec him lic al along 
groveBing vpon the earch , and 
ortly after this to fall into his 
- 1 bitcer Agony, ſtriving with the 
bitter wrath of God , and drop 
following drop; and that not 
drops of water, but drops of 
blood: Oh letvs bee aſhamed 
and confounded in our ſelues 
 fotour ſinnes, which coutdnot 
De. 


ct, AST. 
a5 


—_— Fe — —- - 


— —c x 


W_—_ I—_—_—_— 


_ 


_ 


” 
_Y Sn. to. 


To his Death. 


bee done away by any creature 
men or Angels,but onely by the 
death of the Sonne of God. 

Oh ! how ſhould this wound 
our hearts,and make them to be 
humbled, ſeeing wee cauſed the 
Sonne of God rhus to be hum- 
bled for our fakes> If Ieſus 


—_— 


| Chriſt ſhould ſhew himſelfevn- 


tovsas hedid vnto Thom:s,and 
bid vs behold his bleſſed hands | 


and feere, the wounds of his | 


heart,and of his bleſſed fide; it 
would make vs then ro cry out 
with Thomas: My Lord and my 
God, VVell, when the word is 
preached, Iefus Chriſt is then as 
it were afreſh crucified before 


our eyes. Here we may behold 


with the eyes of our foules, the 


| 


_ 


lonn 20, 


wonderfull humiliation of our 


bleſſed Redeemer : ſee him here | 


| alone without the comfort of a- 


> 0 ny 
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ny one o fhis D iſciples, praynig 
wich his face vpon © -ny 
Shortly wee ſhall fee that his 
fearcfull Agony , his pierced 
hands and feete,his bloudy fide, 
the ſmoaking bloud, and the 


reaking drops trickling downe | 


tothe ground. Andwill nor all 
this humble vs for ſinne ! The 
Adamant though the hardeſt of 
all tones,yet it 1s mollified with 


the blood ofa goate. And ſure-| 


ly if our hearts bee not harder 
thenan Adamant, and more 
flinty then a ſtone, they muſt 
needes be wounded and bleede 
againe,to think how Chriſt was 
wounded for our ſakes. Thus 
was Chriſt humbled for our 


| ſakes, that we might nor be pu- 


niſhed in body and foule with 
eternall death. Hee was thus 
broken with the wrath of God, 
and | 
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and the torments of hell, that | 
we might not be tormented for | 
our ſinnes for cuer. | 

Againe, in that Chriſt caſt | 
himſelfe grouelling vpon the 
earth,and ſo prayed , wee may 
learnthar troubled me vſe ofte- 
times ſtrange geſtures,and rheir 
outward geſtures and behauior 
ſhew what troubled ſpirits they 
| haue withinthem, 

The Synamite woman that 
was ſogogd to the Prophetto 
prouide him a chamber, a bed 
and all otherneceſlaries, being 
troubled within & of a heauy 
heart, ſhee caught the Propher 
by the foote,and when Geh.1=/ 
would haue put her away the 
Propher ſayd, Let her alone, for 
her Soule is vexed within her.The 
geſtures of men which be trou- 
bled. are very ſtrange & maruel- 
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{ times walking; but the com- 
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lous, and their motions are ve- 


ry ſtrange; and yer they arcto 


bee borne withall, becaule they 
come from heauy hearts: bur 
they muſt vſe them in ſecrer 
places. Teſus Chriſt lay groue]- 
ling; a carnall goſpeller would 
haue thought it very ſirange: but 


when wee ſee any troubled vie 


ſtrange motions, wee areto let 
them alone. 

Burt it will heere bee de- 
manded, what is the fitteſt geb-' 
ture to bee vſcd in prayer ? In- 
deed wee reade that Chriſt 
our Lord TIeſus ſometimes 
prayed ſtanding , but in this 
place hee prayed kneeling. 
Sometimes a man may Pray 
ſtanding; ſometimes lying , 
ſomtimes trauelling , ſomc- 


Non geſture is kneeling : and 


hereupon | 


EI_ 
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1 To his Death. | 
hereupon it is called an hum- 
bling to.God: &this is ratified 
by Chriſts example in this 
place, and isthe moſt conueni- 
ent geſture. 


and it muſt bee humble. Now 
kneeling is the fitteſt to expreſle | 
both theſe, and is moſt proper 
tO Prayer. 

Indeede the Lord doth not 
reſpect the geſture , bur the at- 
fection of the heart, yet two 
things muſt alwayes bee in geſ- 
rure, | | 

Firſt that it be comely. 

Secondly that it may expreſſe 
the affetion of the heart. As 
when we aske mercy,to look vp 
to heanen : when wee bewaile 
our finnes, to looke downwards 
and to humble our bodies, as | 
our Saujour doth here. And 


L 23 ſurely | 


— 


Our geſiure muſt be reuerend, | Luk.11.,41 | 


em 
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ſurely to pray futing, lea- 
ning; lying , with hat on head, 
&c; when no neceſſity 
requireth , argueth 
little reverence 


and humility, 


